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Definitions and instructions

Public morals

Those attending the festival's event sites are
obligated to accept and follow the general
etiquette in force in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, and to follow the instructions of the
festival organizers or those on their behalf.
Visitors under the age of sixteen will not be
permitted to enter the exhibition hall with-
out their guardians. The mobile phone must
be turned off before entering the exhibition
hall. Note that photography inside the hall is
prohibited, and the films shown are subject to
special rights, the piracy of which is punish-
able

The movies

Films are shown in their main language (Ar-
abic or English) with some films containing
Arabic or English subtitles. Films are shown in
the following halls: Ithra Theater - Ithra Cine-
ma

The tickets

Tickets can be booked through the Ithra
website: www.ithra.com. You must bring the
ticket to facilitate entry procedures at the
time of the event. Please make sure to ar-
rive 15 minutes before the show start time
so that you do not lose priority entry. Empty
seats will be made available to those without
tickets starting 15 minutes before the start
of the show. The movie theater gate closes 5
minutes before the start of each screening
session according to its time

Nearest airport
King Fahd International Airport - Dammam.
Tel: 0138831000

The nearest hospital to the festival site
Dhahran General Hospital - Dhahran Tel:
0138912222

The nearest hospital to accommodate
guests

King Fahad University Hospital - Al Khobar, Al
Aqrabiyah District, Bashar Bin Burd Street -
Tel. 0138966666

Movie ratings

The festival's films are subject to classification by the
General Authority for Media Regulation

G

The film is suitable for all ages. The content is within a
positive framework and free from the effects of vio-
lence or threats, and most of them are cartoon films

PG

Adult accompaniment is recommended for those under
12 years of age. The content is generally safe, but it is
recommended that consideration be given to whether
the content may disturb some children, such as: a little
violence, sadness or fantasy

PG12

Adult accompaniment is required for those under 12
years of age. The content is generally safe, but may
contain scenes that may not be appropriate for them,
so adults should evaluate whether or not it is appropri-
ate. This category of films may include: science fiction,
superheroes, or films based on comic books

R12

Adults under the age of 15 must be accompanied by
adults. The topics of films in this category are suitable
for viewing by ages fifteen and above. Young people are
allowed to enter provided that adults are present, as it
may include scenes that are not suitable for them, such
as action films, superheroes, science fiction, natural di-
sasters, Romance with a simple plot, simple war movies

R15

Viewers under the age of 15 are prohibited from en-
tering. The content includes mature topics, which are
treated in areserved and appropriate manner for those
of this age and above, such as: wars, crime, gangs, ro-
mance, horror, and violence

R18

Viewers under 18 are prohibited, content contains more
mature themes, and may contain extremely violent
scenes, domestic violence, or political topics

Saudi Film Festival - Cinema Society
Al-Khobar City, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Beloved ones

From here, the programs of the tenth edition of the Saudi Film Festival begin, with more than 90
cultural and cinematic events, over 8 consecutive days starting from the evening of Thursday,
May 2nd, and concluding on the evening of Thursday, May 9th, 2024
We have woven this space full of actions, planted and watered throughout the past year, to light
the way and pave new paths for Saudi cinema. This cannot be achieved without your presence
finally and your giving first, which has been clearly manifested in the turnout, support, and
continuous interest
The festival celebrates Saudi and Gulf filmmakers, as well as filmmakers from the Arab world and
other continents, to present the culmination of the experience that has been nurtured cycle
after cycle
The festival must evolve with high ambitions and strive to match the pace of the Saudi film
producer, while maintaining its authentic environment, rooted in love, purity, and sincerity
From the Cinema Association organizing this festival, we express our enduring appreciation for
the festival's partner, the King Abdulaziz Cultural World Center, and this appreciation is coupled
with gratitude for the main supporter and the guiding umbrellafor the cinema sector in our dear
country; the Film Commission under the Ministry of Culture, who paves the way and empowers
.the players in the Saudi cinematic scene; in turn, supporting the Saudi Film Festival

Special thank you to all the sponsors of the festival starting with the Cultural Fund and the

.sponsors of the production market, and the participating entities

Greetings from the hearts of the team that worked sincerely for you, and it is an honor for me to

present the guide of the festival for its tenth edition

Ahmed Al-Mulla

Festival Manager






“Tenth Edition -
May 2 - 92024 |

-!;.The 10th edltlon of‘the Saudi Film Festlval scheduled to be held.from 2-9 May 2024, is organized
0} the Clnefna Assomatlon'Fln partnershlp with the. Klng A"bdula2|z Cultural World Center (Ithra),
and with the support of the F|Im Commission under the Ministry of Culture

. In addition to the +screening:=.lII of the Golden Palm films and parallel films, the festival offers a
dlstmgulshed package of .cultural and enrlchmg programs, including seminars and advanced
trarnlng workshops as well as prowdlng a platform for production companies, producers, and

_ filmmakers to empower their prOJects through the production market

. Thg Saudi I.:TI'm Fostival also, celebrates the releases of the Saudi Cinema Encyclopediaduring the

festival days

- The festivalis one of the most important platforms for promoting Saudi films, held at international
-standards and hotsting a selection of international industry professionals and experts. It also
c_on_triloutes ;co achieving common goals in developing the film sector by creating a local and
intern'aﬁonal media presence for the voices of Saudi filmmakers, and enhancing the cultural

image of the Kingdoriw

saudifiimfestival.org







Honored Personality

The festival continues its tradition of honoring cinematic figures, celebrating the pioneers
of cinema in the Kingdom and the Gulf, and recognizing their achievements
In its 10th edition, the festival will honor the artist Abdulmohsen Alnemr

Abdulmohsen Alnemr - Actor
Saudi

Saudi actor Abdulmohsen Alnemr has been a prominent figure in the Arab art scene
since 1981. Known for his exceptional performances and ability to portray characters
with diverse psychological and social dimensions, he has established a unique and
prominent position in Arab art

His career took off in 1981 with the TV series “Al Shater Hassan.” He has appeared in
numerous Gulf and Arab productions, showcasing his versatility in a wide range of
roles. Alnemr, along with director Abdul Khaleq Alghanem and artist Samir Al Nasser,
founded the production company Al Njoom for Artistic Production



To crown a groundbreaking artistic career that has
extended over more than four decades

Abdulmohsen Alnemr has excelled in
television, shined on stage, and showed
exceptional talent in cinema

His first appearance in cinema was in
the 1990 film “Shams’ He appeared
in the film “Shadows of Silence” in
2006, “Wedding Dress" in 2016, “Long
Road"” in 2022, and his most prominent
cinematic appearance in the film
"Hajjan” in 2023



Cultural Fund..
for Cultural Creators




cdf.gov.sa

We cultivate opportunities and pave
the way for cultural businesses and
creatives by offering financing and
non-financing solutions to enhance

the cultural sector’s outputs..

And contribute to its growth and sustainability.
We believe in the significant role the film sector
plays in the national economy growth as one of
the 16 promising cultural sub-sectors.

We offer financing packages to support the
establishment and expansion of film sector
businesses while contributing to the development

of the Saudi film industry domestically and

internationally.
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Film AlUIla
Studios

ALULA: YOUR NEXT
FILM DESTINATION

Spectacular World-Class 40% Cash
Locations Studios Rebate
AlUla, an extraordinary region of natural beauty and heritage,
W 1 oll ol 4 features a range of pristine landscapes and under-the-radar
FILM ALULA locations. It is the ultimate film destination with state-of-the-art

studios, seamless access to strong rebates and additional
filmalula.com incentives, and a welcoming local community.
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STABE 2 STAGE 1

PROVEN TRACK RECORD
38+ productions including Hollywood, Bollywood
and Arab films, all genres of TV and TVCs

WORLD-CLASS FACILITIES

6 sound stages with full production support
and expansive backlots, plus 4 more stages
under construction including a volumetric stage

CREW DEPTH
International production team able to support
multiple productions of any genre, budget and scale

STUNNING LOCATIONS

Sweeping deserts and dunes, mountains, pristine
coastline and beaches, amazing rock formations
and lush valleys
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Jury Committee

Feature Film Competition Jury

Haile Gerima was born and raised in Gondar, Ethiopia in
1946, and was greatly influenced by his family, including his
mother, a teacher, his father, a writer and former resistance
fighter, and his grandmother. He moved to the U.S. in 1967 to
study film at UCLA after a period at Haile Selassie Universi-
ty. There, he collaborated with peers challenging traditional
Western filmmaking norms and directed notable works such
as “Bush Mama” and “Harvest 3,000 Years.” Teaching at How-
ard University from 1975, Gerima’s films focused on Black
voices and themes. His dedication to independent Black cin-
ema led to founding distribution and production companies
and Sankofa Video, Books & Café. Celebrated for films like
“Sankofa,” he continues to inspire filmmakers as a Professor
Emeritus at Howard University. Gerima has been honored
with various awards, including the Vantage Award in 2021

Hanaa Saleh Al Fassi began her journey in the film industry
as a writer, director, and producer in 2003 at the Academy
of Cinema and Technology under the guidance of Egyptian
director Rafat Al-Mehy. She obtained a master’s degree in
cinema and production in Los Angeles. Her short films have
been selected in many prominent film festivals, including
her production of “Between the Sea” in the 2019 Annecy
International Animated Film Festival. Her films have also
been showcased at the Wellington Art Gallery in New
Zealand. They have been featured in various regions of Egypt,
including Cairo, Alexandria, and Minya, in the Egypt Public
Library as part of the Medfest Festival. Additionally, her work
has been featured on the Tunisian network Al-Mouakasat,
promoting cultural awareness in women'’s prisons and youth
rehabilitation centers in Tunisia. Her projects have also
been selected to participate in important initiatives such as
the “Rawi Lab” in Jordan in collaboration with the Sundance

Hédi Zardi has over 20 years of experience in the film and
TV industry across a wide range of fields, with extensive
knowledge of the international landscape. He is an experi-
enced, innovative, and motivated project developer, think-
er, creative producer, and story editor. Zardi served as an
associate producer on several feature films and, in 2015,
co-founded the international sales company Luxbox with
Fiorella Moretti. After 8 years in international sales and co-
production, he currently serves as the head of the Atlas Work-
shops, an industry and talent development program estab-
lished in 2018 by the Marrakech International Film Festival

Ethiopia

Tunis

Haile Gerima
Head of Jury

Hanaa Alfassi
Jury member

f "
Hedi ZARDI

Jury member



Short Film Competition Jury

Khalid Saqr is a Saudi actor who began his artistic career in
2009 in theater before moving on to local dramatic roles and
participating in short films, including “Apartment 6.” Over
more than 10 years, he has built a wide fan base through his
roles in plays, series, and films. “Zero Distance” and “Kidnap-
ping” have won several awards, including Best Actor at the
Youth Film Festival for the film “Autowa” and Best Actor for
his role in the film “300 km” at the Saudi Film Festival in 2017,
as well as an appreciation certificate from the judging com-
”.mittee of the Saudi Film Festival in 2016 for the film “Kaman

Aida Schlaepfer Al Hassani, born in Baghdad to a Lebanese
mother and an Iraqi father, is a highly accomplished director
and filmmaker with a diverse background. After moving to
Europe, she studied German and settled in Switzerland.
Despite her accounting and business management degree,
Aida’s passion for film and the arts led her to pursue a degree
in Art and Media Design in Zurich. She further honed her
skills by earning a master’s degree in film directing from
the High Cinema Institute at the Academy of Arts in Cairo.
Aida has directed numerous films and advertisements,
including notable works such as “Shadow Black and
White,” “Silent Screening Inside a Woman,” and “Gangs
of Baghdad.” Her film “Marionette” gained international
acclaim and was screened at various film festivals worldwide

Born in 1968 in Takarazuka City, Japan, he studied journal-
ism at Pepperdine University in California, USA. He spent
three years as a student in Clermont-Ferrand, France, where
he discovered the world of short films at its prestigious fes-
tival. Influenced by the festival, he went on to direct a short
film, “Ichigo-Ichie” (3smm, b/w) in Los Angeles, which was
selected as an official entry to the Tokyo International Short
Film Festival in 1998. After working on two Hollywood pro-
ductions, he returned to Japan to write scripts for his own
radio program in Osaka. He was a member of the Commit-
.tee for the Osaka European Film Festival from 1998 to 2000

Saudi

Khaled Saqger
Head of Jury

Aida Schlaepfer

Jury member

Japan

SEIGO TONO

Jury member

saudifilmfestival.org




Jury Committee

Documentary Film Competition Jury

V.K. Joseph is a film critic, poet, and film activist. He is
the President of FIPRESCI Indian Chapter, a member of
the Board of Studies for MA Film Studies at Malayalam
University in Kerala, and the Executive Editor of
DRISHYATHALAM, a monthly film journal of FFSI. Joseph
is also the Executive Director of the SIGNS Film Festival, a
pioneer Indian national festival of documentaries and short
films for the John Abraham Awards for the past 12 editions

He previously served as the Vice-Chairman of the Kerala
State Chalachitra Academy and as the Chief Coordinator
of the International Film Festival of Kerala in 1998. Joseph
has received numerous awards for his work including the
Indian President’s National Film Award for Best Indian Film
Critic in 2007 and the Lifetime Achievement Award from the

India VK JOSEPH
Head of Jury

As a photographer, artist, and writer, she finds wonderful
and inspiring stories wherever she goes. She has
focused all her attention on this for years. Traveling and
discovering new landmarks, and getting to know the
locals in remote places has always fascinated her. She has
traveled the world extensively and has seen breathtaking
areas. Her goal is to capture and convey their wonderful
.stories to an audience who enjoys listening to them

A
Saudi Hussain Daghriri
Jury member

Myriam Sassine majored in audiovisual studies and re-
ceived an M.A. in Cinema Research. In 2010, she joined Ab-
bout Productions producing several features and documen-
taries such as Costa Brava, Lebanon by Mounia Akl (Venice
Film Festival Official Selection / TIFF 2021), All This Victo-
ry by Ahmad Ghossein (Venice Critic’s Week 2019), 1982 by
Oualid Mouaness (TIFF 2019), Panoptic by Rana Eid (Lo-
carno 2017) and Diaries from Lebanon by Myriam El Hajj
(Berlinale Panorama 2024). From 2016 to 2020, she was the
COO of Schortcut Films dedicated to co-producing inter-
national films such as Félicité by Alain Gomis and Beauty
and the Dogs by Kaouther Ben Hania. In 2016, she cofound-
ed Maskoon Fantastic Film Festival, the only genre film fes-
tival in the Middle East and acts as the festival’'s executive
director. Since 2021, she’s the artistic director of Aflamuna
Connection, previously known as Beirut Cinema Platform

Lebanon  Myriam Sassine
Jury member

saudifilmfestival.org




Abdullah Orabi is a producer and writer. He participated in the
production of 3 feature films with TVi1: (The Matchmaker),
(Sayfi), and (AlGaid). He also produced two short films: (For
the Sultan’s Glory) and (Jawi), which participated in and won
several awards at local and regional festivals. His screenplay for
his feature film (Al Daar) won the Production Market Award at
the Saudi Film Festival and 3 other awards. He recently pub-
lished the book (Death of Adel) by Rashm Publishing House.
He participated in writing and producing the documentary
program (Laila), consisting of 30 episodes, which aired on SBC
channel. He worked as a film programmer at Wadi Cinema,
an independent cinema initiative launched by TVi1 in collab-
oration with the Diriyah Biennale. He is one of the founders
.of Cinema Merkaz, the first independent cinema in Jeddah

Noor Alsaif is a visual artist with 15 years of experience as a
content writer, film critic. She has held many solo exhibitions
in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt, Beirut, Dubai, and Kuwait.
Noor conducts research in film studies and transforms her
research project into artistic achievements in cinematic
formats based on narrative expression. In addition to
writing and art, Nour also designs book covers and magazine
covers. One of her prominent works is designing the cover
.of the first issue of the famous magazine Time Out Riyadh

Abdullah Thabit is a Saudi poet and novelist, born on March 7,
1973,inthevillage of “Al Athraban” in Abha city, in the Asirregion
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He holds a Bachelor’s degree
in Arabic language and literature from King Khalid University,
Abha. He is a writer in several local and Arab newspapers and
magazines, with ten publications in poetry and novels. Some of
hisworks and texts have been translated into several languages

Unproduced Script Jury

Abdullah Orab
Head of Jury

| LB

Noor Alsaif

Jury member

Abdullah Thabit

Jury member

saudifilmfestival.org




Jury Committee

saudifilmfestival.org

Production Market Projects Jury

Dora Bouchoucha has been a film producer since 1994, pro-
ducing and co-producing numerous award-winning docu-
mentaries, short films, and feature films. She founded the
Carthage Film Festival Projects’ workshop, Takmil, and the
SUD ECRITURE workshops, which she has been overseeing.
Actively involved in training and promoting southern cinema,
she formerly served as the head of the Carthage Film Festival.
She received a career achievement award at the Gouna Film
Festival, Luxor African Film Festival in Egypt, Salé Festival

in Morocco, and Med Film Festival in Rome in 2018. In June
2021, she was appointed Vice President of the Institut du

Almotaz Aljefri is a film producer and executive professional
with extensive expertise in creative development and
managing live-action physical productions. He has a strong
record of advising senior management, leading creative and
production teams, and fostering a culture that encourages
original thinking and innovation. With an MFA in Producing
from The American Film Institute, Almotaz has produced
over ten films premiered on prestigious platforms and at
global festivals. Notable works include “ARABIAN ALIEN”
at Sundance, serving as Production Manager on “CHERRY,”
an Apple TV Original Film, and producing “NAGA,” a
Netflix Film premiered at the Toronto International Film
Festival. As the CEO of Movitaz Entertainment founded
in 2014, he focuses on developing films and providing
new services and financial solutions to support Saudi

Karim Aitouna is a film producer who graduated in Law,
Film Studies, and Cultural Management, Karim Aitouna is a
film producer working between France and Morocco with
HAUT les MAINS productions in Lyon and Waq Waq Stu-
dio in Tangier. In 2013, he was selected as an Emerging Pro-
ducer at the Jihlava DIFF. He produced, among others, Anna
Roussillon’s award-winning “I Am The People” (2014), David
Yon’s “The Night And The Kid” (2015), Rd Di Martino’s “Con-
tro Figura,” Ahmed Fawzi Saleh’s “Poisonous Rose,” which
won over 16 international awards and was Egypt Oscar nom-
inated for 2020. Recently, he produced the documentaries
“Dans La Maison” by Karima Saidi, “Gevar’s Land” by Qutai-
ba Barhamji, and “Europe” by Philip Scheffner. Karim Aitou-
na is a member of EAVE and EURODOC and has worked as
a lecturer and consultant for funds, labs, and festivals such
as IFFR Pro Days by Rotterdam IFF, Open Doors Pro by Lo-
carno IFF, Alpi Film Lab by Torino Film Lab, Les Ateliers de
I'Atlas by Marrakech IFF, Red Sea Film Fund, and more

Tunis Dora Bouchoucha

Head of Jury

Saudi Almotaz Aljefri

Jury member

Morocco Karim Aitouna
Jury member




3 5 Competitions
and Awards
Awards N

Feature Narrative Films Competition Awards

The Golden Palm for Best Feature Film The Golden Palm for Best Sound Design
The jury's golden palm The Golden Palm for Best Cinematography
The Golden Palm for Best Actress The Golden Palm Best Screenplay Executor
The Golden Palm for Best Actor The Golden Palm for Gulf Film

Short Narrative Films Competition Awards

The Golden Palm for Best Short Film The golden palm for Best Cinematography
The jury’s golden palm The golden palm for best Animation 1

The golden palm for best Actress The golden palm for best Animation 2

The golden palm for bes Actor Abdullah Almohaisen Award for first film

The golden palm for Gulf Film

Documentary Film Competition Awards

The Golden palm for best Documentary Film Tuwaiq Mountain Award for a saudi city film
The jury's golden palm The golden palm of the Gulf Film
Unique Documentary Subject Award The golden palm for best Saudi Environment

Unproduced Script Competition Awards

Award for best First long script Award for best First short script

Award for best Second long script Award for best Second short script

Award for best third long script Ghazi Al Gosaibi Award for best script about
Saudi novel

Production Market Projects

. Development scholarship for feature film Development scholarship for Short film
Scholarship sponsor for feature film production  Scholarship sponsor for Short film production
Scholarship sponsor for feature film after Scholarship sponsor for Short film after

" production production



F
Films Spotlight on
lan Cinema

Country of Blind

Feature Film | Drama | Director: Rahhat shah Kazmi

After falling 1,000 feet from a cliff, a mountaineer winds up in
.a strange valley that’s inhabited by blind people

Next please

Short Film | Drama | Director: Rishav kapoor

A woman goes on a virtual reality date and is transported to a
.prohibition era bar in her quest for love

Ghuspaith

Short Film | Drama | Director: Mihir Lath

An Indian photojournalist Manav must cross the perilous
border between Bangladesh and India with his family while
being hunted down by a group of ethnic cleansing Mujahi-
.deen fighters

Mein Mehmood

Short Film | Drama | Director: Prataya Saha

The film traces the life of Mehmood, a middle-aged immi-
grant in Dubai from the Indian subcontinent. His inability to
speak the English language limits his ability to converse with
.potential clients, thus putting his job in jeopardy

The Batanh

- |

The daughter

Short Film | Drama | Director: Samyak K Biswas

Amidst a curfew in an Indian town, Indu struggles with her
father’s last wish, creating a poignant and challenging predic-
ament. Will Indu’s journey through curfewed streets fulfill her

saudifilmfestival.org ?father’s wish
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Fieldtrip

Short Film | Science Fiction | Director: Paul Arion

A man inside an Al robotic spacesuit must navigate through
.his own minefield

THE FUTURE

The Future Isn’t What It Used To Be

Short Film | Science Fiction | Director: Adeyemi Michael

Set in the year 2080, with the Earth ravaged by climate
change, a desperate nomad makes a discovery that leads to an
.unexpected mission and a chance for solace

Science fiction
film

MULIKA

T A

Mulika

Short Film | Science Fiction | Director: Maisha Maene

An ‘afronaut’ emerges from the wreckage of a spaceship in
the volcanic crater of Mount Nyiragongo. Descending into the
city below, encountering the people of Goma, he begins to
.understand what he must do

The Veiled City

:F

Short Film | Science Fiction | Director: Natalie Cubides-Brady

In 1952, London was engulfed in the Great Smog. As a result
of industrialisation, a leaden fog settled over the entire city.
The archive images from this period become letters from a
.desolate future

saudifilmfestival.org
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Workshops

Performance Art for the Camera

Monther Rehana

Monther is a Jordanian actor who studied theater

and television at Yarmouk University in Jordan. He has
participated in several Arab TV series and movies, most
notably the series "Al Igtiyah” and the movie "Al Hara,”
.among other works that garnered high acclaim

:Workshop topics

.Introduction to acting on screen -
.Different forms of acting -

.Character building and exploring the role -

Making an independent film using
global technology

Paul Arion

Paul Arion is an expert in the field of visual effects,
directing, cinematography, and filmmaking for over 25
years. He was part of a team that won 5 Oscars for visual
effects and received 3 nominations for visual effects
Oscars, as well as many other awards. With a huge port-
folio of Hollywood films and short films listed on IMDB
:Workshop topics

Exploring Cinematography: Technology, Art, and -
.Principles

Basic steps for producing a successful film with pro- -
.fessional visual effects

Pre-production coordination for independent films -
with limited budget, focusing on integrating visual
.effects



Film Journalism Skills

Mohammad Abdulrahman

Mohammad Abdulrahman is an Egyptian journalist and
art critic, working in the field of arts and cinema journal-
ism for 20 years. A member of the Egyptian Journalists
Syndicate, he has published several books including
"Film Journalism Skills” and “Techniques of Short Films

:Workshop topics

.Levels of specialized journalism -

.Types of cinematic journalism writing -

Covering film events and sources for cinematic jour- -
.nalists

The Art of Editing

lhab Gohar

Ihab Johar, a video editor, started his professional ca-
reer in 2006 through his interest in storytelling. He has
completed a variety of films and television series that
.have been successful

:Workshop agenda -

Fundamentals of how a film editor deals with the -
.story

The relationship between the film editor and the -
.director

The director’s understanding of editing principles for -
.cohesive results

.The editor’s relationship with the film -

.The editor’s role in the post-production phase -

saudifilmfestival.org
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Workshops

Production file and project pitching

From Sketching to Animation

Michel Kammoun

Michel studied cinema in Paris after studying archi-
tecture in Beirut. His short films have been featured in
prestigious international festivals and aired on sever-

al television channels. His first feature narrative film
"Falafel” won international awards and participated in
prominent film festivals worldwide, while his second
film “Beirut Hold'em" received acclaim from internation-
.al critics

-Workshop Topics

Essential elements of a production portfolio
Required international standards for project submis-
sion

Key factors for successful project presentation

Travis Blaise

Travis J Blaise is an American animator and director with
over 33 years of professional experience. For 14 years,
he contributed to numerous animated films at Walt Dis-
ney Animation Studios, including Beauty and the Beast,
Aladdin, Pocahontas, Tarzan, Brother Bear, The Lion
.King, Lilo & Stitch, and many others

:Workshop agenda

.Basics of developing a short story -
.Drawing and building characters -
.Developing story concepts -
.Constructing story elements -




Rights in the field of filmmaking

Mohammed Rashed Buali

A director and lawyer, he worked as the Vice President
of the Bahrain Cinema Club and the artistic director of
the Nukh Film Festival for short films and the president
of the Bahrain Cinema Days. He was selected among
Asian directors participating in the Asian Film Academy
2012 in South Korea and the Berlin Creative Meeting at
.the Berlin International Film Festival in Germany in 2013

Rights in the field of film industry

The author’s ownership of the literary text before and
after production

How to deal with contract issues and practical prob-
lems

saudifilmfestival.org



Scenario
development lab

:Scenario Development Workshop
Advanced Level

—
Dima Azar

Dima Azar is a Jordanian producer and a scriptwriting
consultant. She is also a founding member and manag-
ing partner at Al-Hikaya Fund, a production company
based in Amman that supports emerging cinematic
talents in Jordan and the Arab world

Short Screenplay Development Lab

Ali Kareem

Ali works as a film consultant and on selection commit-
tees for film festivals such as the Arab Film Festival in
San Francisco and InterFilm Berlin (Oscar-qualifying).
Ali was a jury member at the Atlanta Film Festival in the
United States in 2020 (Oscar qualifiers) and the Su-
laimaniya Film Festival in 2019. In 2023, Ali was selected
as a director and screenwriter for the Berlinale Talents
program in Berlin
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Master classes

From Karnataka to Mumbai - Transition
through Bollywood's lens

Atul Sudheer

Over the past twenty years, Atul has worked in the
Indian film industry, completing more than 110 films
and 5 series, and has won 12 awards so far. Atul's first
major film role was in the historical drama “Yaaram
Hoo,” where he played a Hindu extremist determined
to kill Gandhi. Atul has also adapted the screenplay
for the film “Laal Singh Chadda,” the official Indian
".version of “Forrest Gump

The journey of standing in front of the camera in Bol-

Jlywood stories

The Art & Strategy of Film Producing:
From Concept to Distribution

Jonathan Martin

Jonathan Martin is a multi-faceted filmmaker and film
festival founder & director. Since 2011, his films have
.won over 250 industry and festival awards

Identifying the project and available opportunities
.Identifying potential investors

.The role of the producer in film distribution

saudifilmfestival.org




The revolution of Al and Virtual
Production and its impact on the
filmmaking

Wink Winkler

Wink Winkler is a digital artist and educator with over
18 years of experience in the gaming, film, television,
and software development industries. He currently
works as a professor at Samford University and is a
co-owner of Sketch To Animate, where he is dedicat-
ed to advanced technology. His latest project is the
leading animated production from Sketch to Animate
.called ARC, Animal Relocation Colony

The problems of “production” or “needs” gave birth -
to what we know today as artificial intelligence and

.virtual production
The benefits of artificial intelligence and virtual pro-

duction (cost, flexibility, real-time visualization tailored
(to production needs

In collaboration with AmCham KSA

saudifilmfestival.org
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Cultural Seminars

B e ke Honored Personality at the Festival

A panel session featuring esteemed guest and re-
nowned actor Abdulmohsen Alnemr, where he will

share insights on his most notable experiences in the
.world of cinematic acting

Abdulmohsen Alnemr - Saudi
Actor

&
Discussion leader
Majed lbrahim

Al Arabiya TV Host

Speaker Investment Funds About investment funds

A panel session featuring representatives from funding
and support organizations within the Saudi film indus-

try, highlighting the available opportunities and optimal
.strategies for securing them

Emad Iskandar
Director of the Red Sea Fund

Discussion leader
Baraa Alem

Majed Alsaman

Head of the Cinema

Departxment at Ithra

Faris Alasker
Executive Director at the
Cultural Department Fund

saudifilmfestival.org




Speaker Saudi Films at the Box Office

A panel session will be held featuring Saudi filmmakers

and industry experts to discuss the performance of

Saudi cinema at the box office, highlight the latest de-

velopments in the market, and share their perspectives

on the future of the sector

Abdulelah Alqurashi
Director

Alaa Yousef Fadan

. N

Discussion leader
Abdulmohsen Almutairi
Filmmaker

Producer

Faisal Baltyuor
Producer

The relationship between Indian cinema

and Arab cinema
A panel discussion will be held featuring filmmakers

Speaker

from India to discuss the impact of Indian cinema and
its ties with Arab cinema, exploring the existing connec-
tions and potential future collaborations between the

Joseph Vattam Thottiyil Kuriakose
Indian film critic and poet

two industries

Emad Eskander
Producer and Director

Discussion leader
Mohammed Rashed Buali
Director

saudifilmfestival.org




Cultural Seminars

Speaker Poetic Cinema

A panel session focused on exploring the intersection
of cinema and poetry, examining the concept of poetic
cinema, and discussing how film can capture the es-
sence of poetry
Adnan Al-Manaws
Saudi writer, and poet

Manuel Sanchez
Director, writer, producer and

programming director of the

Discussion leader

MOEZ MAJED

Poet, translator, and director of
the Sidi Bou Said International
Poetry Festival

Rambo Festival

DEPARDIEU ALAIN HENRI LIONEL
French Producer

saudifilmfestival.org




Speaker

Mohamed Ghazala
Filmmaker

Mohamed Ghazala
An Animator and Filmmaker

Ayman Jamal
Executive Producer

Animation

An expert panel discussion provides filmmakers and
industry professionals with insights into the evolving
filmmaking landscape in the Saudi market, highlighting
available opportunities for those seeking to explore this
dynamic sector

¥ 2

Discussion leader
Afnan Bawyan
Filmmaker

saudifilmfestival.org




Editions of Cultivating
the Filmmaking Sector
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g!”I*Droduction Market
23 exhibitors

Project offers

Signing books
Introduction sessions
Counseling sessions
Market closing ceremony

A vital platform that brings together Saudi
filmmakers, producers,
financiers, and talents. This market is
considered an opportunity to exchange
ideas, get to know each other, and market

and international

cinematic projects, as new and innovative
films and film projects are showcased, in
addition to providing financing opportunities
and production partnerships. This creative
environment aims to promote the film
industry in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and encourage interaction and cooperation

between artists, producers and investors in
the field of cinema

saudifilmfestival.org




Saudi Film Festival Museum

Through the Festival Museum, the history of the festival is displayed from its founding
until the current session, highlighting notable moments and historical exhibits such
as photos, videos and posters, in addition to displaying some of the winning films of
previous sessions
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'Red Carpet

From the opening ceremony and throughout the festival days until the closing ceremony,
the festival is celebrated by welcoming its guests, including legal figures, stars, jury
committees, trainers, and especially the participating filmmakers, on the red carpet to
take official photos and conduct interviews with the media
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Signhing books

Saudi Encyclopedia of Cinema

The Cinema Society issues 20 books, ranging from cognitive, critical, and translated, in
continuation of its journey to enrich the cinematic content of the Arab library

saudifilmfestival.org




Events

opening ceremony

The festival's activities begin with the open-
ing ceremony in a festive atmosphere, during
which the festival’'s programs are reviewed,
including film screenings and various events,
honoring the honored personality, and show-
ing the opening ceremony film

Children's programme

Providing a program targeting children in the
field of filmmaking that includes film screen-
ings, meeting a film personality, in addition to
an interactive filmmaking experience and a
tour of the Ithra Center

Photography corner

An interactive experience for festival attend-
ees to take photos in a distinctive décor bear-
ing the festival's identity. They can receive the
photos digitally or print them

Photography experience

Establishing an interactive experience for
filming a movie scene using new technol-
ogies. This experience is organized in an
environment simulating a real filming envi-
ronment, where all the elements necessary
for the scene are provided, including deco-
rations, lighting, clothes, makeup, and other
accessories

Closing ceremony

The closing ceremony is held on the last day
of the festival, during which areport is pre-
sented on the most prominent programs of
the festival and the winners of all competi-
.tions are announced

Cognitive and enrichment content products

9 issues of Safa Newsletter

A daily bulletin through the festival's website,
which includes coverage of the festival's
events and interviews with participating
filmmakers, entities and specialists in various
.topics in the film sector

5 cultural programs

With the aim of enriching the cinematic
content on the Internet and providing an
experience for following the festival's events,
the festival produces 5 programs in which
it hosts participants and an elite group of
filmmakers and presents it through the
festival's channel

saudifilmfestival.org
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