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Saudi Film Festival
With the Magic of the Seventh Art, the 10th
Edition Launches with 67 Creative Experiments

At precisely 7 pm on Thursday,
on the stage of the Ithra Theater,
the Saudi Film Festival will launch
its tenth edition, which will be
held during the period from 2 to 9
May of this year, organized by the
Cinema Society, in partnership
with the King Abdulaziz Center
for World Culture (Ithra), with
the support of the Film Authority
of the Ministry of Culture.
Saudi actress and filmmaker
Somaya Reda, and Saudi actor
and playwright Mohammed Al-
Shehri will present the opening
ceremony.

Opening film

The 10th edition of the Saudi
Film Festival will kick off with
“Underground,” an investigative
documentary highlighting musical
talent in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and reviews the reality of
the local music industry and its
future vision. The film is directed
by documentary filmmaker Abdel
Rahman Hassan Sundakji, who

has directed and produced many
TV shows and documentaries
and won many awards and a lot
of viewings by audience. Among
the most famous of his works
are: "Phosphineg," "An 'l Zheimer,"
"Glaid," and "The Cave."

Lionized Character
In accordance with its annual
tradition in honoring leading
filmmaking pioneers, this year's
festival edition is dedicated to
Al-

Nimr, who—over the course of

honoring Abdul Mohsen

four decades—has presented

everything distinctive and
beautiful, whether as an actor,
producer, or writer. The festival
has published a book highlighting
the most prominent milestones in
Al-Nimr's career and a collection
of testimonies by his colleagues
and associates. This year's festival
will also celebrate the artistic
experience of Syrian director

Muhammad Malas.

Science Fiction

Movies

As usual, each festival edition
shedslightonadifferentcinematic
genre. The current edition
focuses on the essential genre of
science fiction movies to motivate
and encourage filmmakers to
pay attention to this genre in
their upcoming productions. In
addition, as part of its agenda
in presenting international film
screenings  throughout  the
festival, this year's edition pays
tribute to Indian cinema, its
history, and productions with a
special program screening critical
selections from Indian cinema.

In preparation for this edition,
from 6 October2023to 2 February
2024, the festival made its
website available to register those
who wish to participate in the
competition. It was not surprising
that the number of registered
entries reached 826, varying
between entries for long and
short films, reaching 224 entries

in total. The pre-production
scenario submittals reached 483
entries, while the production
market projects reached 119.

67 Entries

After presenting these entries
to the festival's specialized
committees, the number of
films nominated for the festival
competition reached 67, including
eight feature films, 25 short films,
21documentary films, and 13 films
nominated for parallel screenings.
The feature film jury consists of
Ethiopian producer Haile Girma
as head of the committee, Saudi
director Hanaa Al-Fassi, and
Tunisian producer Hedi Zardi
as members. The short film jury
consists of Saudi actor Khaled Al-
Sagr as head of the committee,
Iragi producer Aida Schlepfer, and
Japanese producer Zaiko Tono as
members. As for the documentary
film jury, the committee consists
of Indian critic Joseph Vicky as
the head of the committee, Saudi



producer Hussein  Al-Daghiri,
and Lebanese producer Myriam
Sassine as two members. For the
jury of the unexecuted scenario
competition, we read the name
of the writer and producer
Abdullah Orabi as the head of the
committee, with writer Abdullah
Thabet and writer Nour Hisham
Al-Saif as  members. Finally,
there is the Production Market
Projects Jury, headed by Tunisian
producer Dorra Bouchoucha, with
Saudi producers Moataz Al-Jaafari
and Moroccan Karim Aytouna as
members. Nominated entries will
compete in 5 competitions for the
following prizes:

8 Awards in the feature film
competition.

8 Awards
competition.
6 Awards in the documentary film
competition.

in the short film

6 Prizes in the unexecuted

screenplay competition.
6 Grants for production market
projects.

Over the course of eight
consecutive days, more than ninety
cultural and cinematic events will
take place at the King Abdulaziz
Centre for World Culture (Ithra).
This space, filled with action, has
been woven by hands that have
nurtured it over the past year to
light the way and pave new paths
for Saudi cinema.

This cannot be achieved without
your presence, lastly, and your
giving firstly, which was manifested
clearly in the turnout, support, and
continuous interest throughout the
previous editions.

The Saudi Film Festival celebrates
Saudifilmmakerswho have beenthe
festival's fuel since its beginning, as
well as filmmakers from the Gulf
and experts from the Arab world

5 Training workshops

As usual at the festival, in addition
tothefilmscreenings, participants
and those interested will have an
appointment with five subject-
specific
to be presented in space of
the Ithra Center, including the
"Performance for the Camera”
workshop, presented in Arabic by
Jordanian actor Munther Rayhana,
from May 4th to 8th. Also, there
will be an independent filmmaking
workshop  using
techniques, presented in English
by visual effects expert Paul Arion,
between May 4th and 8th. There
will also be a training workshop
entitled
Skills” presented by journalist
and art critic Mohamed Abdel
Rahman from May 4th through
6th. As well as a workshop
entitled “Storytelling in Editing,”
presented by video editor Ihab
Gohar from May 4th through 8th.
Another
"Building the Elegiac Story from

training  workshops

international

"Film Journalism

workshop is entitled

and beyond, to present the zenith
of the experience sponsored by the
festival editions one after another.
Yes, the festival has ambitious
aspirations and aims to keep pace
with the acceleration of the Saudi
film industry while maintaining its
authentic environment rooted in
love, purity, and loyalty.

With limitless aspirations, we are
launching with you during this
edition "Cinematheque Al-Khobar"
to be the first cinematic center of
its kind in the Arab world and to be
a nurturing ground for activities
throughout the year.

Since a genuine film industry must
launch from a solid knowledge base
that refines and develops it, we
are launching with you the "Saudi
Encyclopedia of Cinema." It was

Drawing to Animation,” which will
be presented -in cooperation with
the American Cultural Council - by
director and animation filmmaker
Travis Place from May 4th through
8th.

4 Master Classes

In addition, the festival is planning
to offer four advanced Master
Classes to be delivered on the
Market's stage,
startingonMay4thwithexpertAtul
Sudhir, who will present a Master
Class entitled "From Karnataka to
Mumbai - Transformation through
a Bollywood Lens." Producer
Jonathan Martin will present a
Master Class entitled "The Art and
Strategies of Film Productionfrom
Concept to Distribution." On May
5th, there will be a Master Class
entitled "The Artificial Intelligence
Revolution and Virtual Production,
and its Impact on the World of
Filmmaking," presented by Wink
Winkler in cooperation with the
American Cultural Council. On

Production

May 6, Khaled Al-Arabi will present
amaster class entitled "Conditions
Necessary
in Film Industry Contracts" in
cooperation with the Saudi Film
Society.

It is worth noting that during
this festival edition, we will be
launching 22 books, including
those translated and authored.
These books represent the first
batch oftitles ofthe "Saudi Cinema
Encyclopedia” with the target
of publishing 100 books during
its first year starting May 2024.
This encyclopedia is an initiative
launched by the Cinema Society
progress the
series as a beacon of cinematic
knowledge and a compass whose
central goals include uncovering

and Guarantees

to knowledge

Saudi and Arab talent in writing,
presenting the latest new books
in the Arab world, and transferring
specialized expertise in this field
from various languages to Arabic,
making it available in the hands of
those interested in filmmaking.

The Tenth Step:

Like Seeing

not enough for this edition to be
identical to its predecessors. So, 22
titles will illuminate the sky of the
filmmaking industry, aiming for 100
titles within one year.

Asusual, the festival schedule, which
focuses on the cinema industry
that we look forward to and strive
to achieve, includes workshops,
master classes, discussion
groups, and a production market.
Meanwhile, cinematic works in
the feature films, short films,
and documentary categories will
compete for the festival's awards.
The tenth edition launches its new
program to shed light on cinema
in a crucial experience. It begins
with spotlights on Indian cinema
and solidifies its choice of a focus
that centers on aspects of science

fiction cinema.

Fromthe CinemaAssociation,which
organizes this festival, we express
our everlasting appreciation to
the festival's partner, the King
Abdulaziz Center for World Culture.
Our appreciation also goes to the
principal supporter and umbrella
forthe cinemasectorin our beloved
country, the Film Authority of the
Ministry of Culture, which paves
the way and empowers the actors
in the Saudi cinematic scene in its
continuous support for the Saudi
Film Festival.

| would not miss thanking every
festival sponsor, starting with the
Cultural Fund and including market
sponsors and participating parties.



Cinema Society: Three Years of Renewed Contributions

The Society
aims to
strengthen the
film industry’s
capacity
building
through
training and
development
and enriching
the knowledge
and cultural
contentin
cinema.

The
Encyclopedia
initiative aims
to provide a
film-making
publication
program
throughout the
year and seeks
to publish 100
books in its
first year.

After a long and exhausting ban, the
film industry has regained momentum
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Movie theaters started to appear
and grow gradually, and Saudi film
festivals began to express the hopes
and aspirations of filmmakers in
the Kingdom, drawing the worldss
attention to this new momentum
and the emerging Saudi cinematic
community. This community inevitably
required a regulatory umbrella and
framework to help organize its affairs
and bring together its stakeholders.

From this standpoint, specifically
in September 2021, in the city of Al
Khobar in the Eastern Province, the
Cinema Society was formed as the first
specialized civil society organization in
the history of Saudi Arabiadedicatedto
the film industry and the cinema field.
This came after the Minister of Human
Resources and Social Development,
Ahmed Suleiman Al-Rajhi,
an official decision approving its
registration under Ministerial Decision
No. (9677) dated 14 Muharram 1443,
corresponding to August 22, 2021. As
the first specialized society in this field
in Saudi Arabia, its missionis to provide
acultural alternative to the commercial
film experience, becoming an umbrella
for filmmakers and all initiatives that
serve the film industry to elevate this

issued

essential creative sector.

Prominent Cinema

Figures

The Society’'s Board of Directors
includes Hanaa Al-Omair, a writer
and director, as its chairperson,

and Ahmed Al-Mulla, a poet, as the
deputy chairperson and head of
the Saudi Film Festival. Ahmed Al-
Shayeb is the financial supervisor,
and the members include Saad
Al-Dawsari, Awad Al-Hamzani, Dr.
Musfir Al-Musa, lbrahim Al-Hasawi,
Hind Al-Fahhad, Abdulaziz Al-Shlahi,
Diaa Youssef, and Mujtaba Saeed.
The list of founding members, in
addition to the Board of Directors,
includes Youssef Al-Harbi, Fahd
Al-Osta, Ali Al-Kalthami, Badr Al-
Hamoud, Shahad Amin, Jawahir Al-
Amiri, Reem Al-Bayat, Mohammed
Al-Saffar, Dr. Mohammed Al-
Obeithani, Dr. Abdulrahman Al-
Ghanam, Faisal Baltyor, and Dr.
Fahad Al-Yahya.

Initiatives and
Activities

With great ambition, hard work, and
along-term vision inspired by Saudi
Arabias Vision 2030, the Cinema
Society began its initiatives and
activities to support and encourage
the film sector and its workforce.
It organized film competitions and
screenings and sought to enhance
the capacity building of the film
industry through training and
development and enriching the
knowledge and cultural content
in cinema. It also participated in
various film events inside and
outside the Kingdom, preparing for
more significant contributions to
the reality of Saudi cinema through
several paths. In 2022, the Society
organized the eighth edition of
the Saudi Film Festival, which

witnessed the signing of several
memoranda of understanding and
agreements between the Society
and several entities to create
genuine partnerships that support
and develop the film sector. Among
these were the agreements signed
with Effat University and Muvi
Cinemas to program the winning
films in cinema halls. Through this
agreement, the festivabs winning
films became available for screening
in cinemas in Riyadh, Jeddah,
and Dammam, aiming to spread
cinematic culture and present Saudi
films to the broadest audience.

Cinema Notebooks

Magazine

The Societyalsosignedanagreement
with Athar Publishing for the Cinema
Notebooks Magazine project, which
launched its first issue coinciding
with the start of the eighth Saudi
Film Festival. The Cinema Notebooks
is a quarterly cinema magazine that
enables enthusiasts to follow local,
Arab, and international cinema news
and provides distinctive and diverse
cinematic content, including critical
articles and exclusive interviews,
as well as scenarios of outstanding
works to benefit filmmakers and offer
in-depth content to cinema lovers.

Local and
International

Participation

The Society also worked on
presenting and nominating Saudi
talents for the second edition of



the Red Sea International Film
Festival as part of the "Talent
Days" program, in addition to
the participation of the Society»s
chairperson, Hanaa Al-Omair,
in managing an introductory
meeting about the Red Sea Film
Lab. The Society also signed
an agreement with the British
Council to organize a program of
training workshops for filmmakers
in the Kingdom. This was one of
the most important agreements
signed by the Society in its first
year. Among the festivals that the
Society was keen on participating
in during 2022 were the Cairo
International Film Festival and

A new Phase

It was a dream that seemed
impossible but became a reality.
Today, the Saudi Film Festival
launches confidently into its
10th edition in an exceptional
event, declaring that no dream is
impossible as long as dreamers
are filled with passion. This is how
our story began with the festival in
2008.

The festival began as a limited
competition for Saudi films, with
no feature-length films in any of its
categories. Consequently,itwasonly
a festival for short films, a modest
step but a big one considering its
beginning. Soon after, the festival
was halted for six consecutive years,

but the dreamers’ passion to hold it
and continue what they had started
did not stop. They succeeded in
reviving it in 2015 with a second
edition, bringing back the first
edition, and dedicating the stage
to sustainability and continuity,
ultimately leading to the 10th
edition of the festival we celebrate
today. We celebrate it with a large

the Carthage International Film
Festival.

Strategic

Partnership

In 2023, the Society organized
the ninth edition of the Saudi
Film Festival from May 4th to
May 11th. During the festival, the
Society signed a memorandum
of understanding with the King
Abdulaziz Center for World

Culture (Ithra), aiming to enhance
cooperative activities between
the two parties and work on
creating programs and initiatives
to develop the film sector in the
Kingdom.

The memorandum

Hanaa Alomair

number of entries, competitions,
and events, including, for example,
13 entries for long film production
projects in the production market,
eight scripts participating in the
long film scenario competition,
and ten feature-length films
competing for the best narrative
feature film award, including seven
Saudi films. The numbers have
significant implications for feature-
length films, as they are an accurate
indicator of the industry since
they are shown in local, Arab, and
international cinemas and featured
in competitions and markets at
major international festivals. In other
words, they are the engine that
drives and fuels the industry. What's
more indicative of Saudi cinema’s

also seeks to honor Saudi and
Gulf cinema pioneers through
the festival, held annually by the
Cinema Society in partnership
with Ithra and with the support
of the Film Commission at the
Ministry of Culture. In addition
to the Societyrs keenness to be
present in important Arab and
international film festivals, it also
sponsors training workshops,
seminars, and film screenings.

From Booklets to

Encyclopedia

In 2024, in addition to organizing
the tenth edition of the Saudi
Film Festival, the Cinema Society

progress is that we launched the
Saudi Film Festival with an edition
devoid of any feature-length films,
while today, we have 28 Saudi
feature-length films participating in
the festival, including screenplays,
productions, and screenings.
Inkeepingupwithallthisfilmmaking
impetus that has produced this
number of entries and films, and
in response to the passion of its
owners and organizers, and with
a passion for a faster and stronger
starttowards more achievementsfor
Saudi cinema, the Cinema Society is
launching its headquarters under
the name "AlKhobar Cinématheéque.”
It is a cinematic cultural center
that provides many advantages,
services, and events for filmmakers.
It also has an archive of Saudi films
and a library that contains all the
society>s publications, which have
exceeded fifty books, including 23
titles, as part of the Saudi Cinema
Encyclopedia project, which aims to
reach 100 titles this year.

With the festival entering its 10th
edition, we commence a new era
in terms of its programs. This year,
we are adding a new program

launched its new initiative,
“Saudi Cinematic Encyclopedia.”
Through this initiative, a year-
long film publishing program is
being introduced, with the aim of
publishing 100 books in its first
year, commencing with its launch
in May 2024. The Encyclopedia
aims to raise the standards
through all phases of the film
industry and enhance knowledge
among filmmakers and cinema
enthusiasts. This encyclopedia
will add to what the Saudi Film
Festival has published since
its launch in 2008, creating a
cornerstone for the infrastructure
of the cinema industry in Saudi
Arabia. The Saudi Cinematic
Encyclopedia aims to continue as
an icon in cinematic knowledge
and a compass with fundamental
goals of discovering Saudi and
Arab talents in cinematic book
writing, presenting the latest new
books in Arabic, and transferring
specialized expertise in this field
from various other languages to
the Arabic language, making it
available to those interested in the
film industry.

shedding light on the cinematic
experience of a country with a
history in independent cinema. We
are delighted to start with Indian
cinema, as the festival will dedicate
special screenings to Indian films
and host a selection of Indian
filmmakers as speakers and guests,
allowing the festival audience to
gain a greater understanding of the
Indian cinematic experience.

As for the themes, the festival, in its
10th edition, will explore a cinematic
theme that reflects filmmakersy
passion. Therefore, “science fiction”
films are the theme of this edition,
symbolizing the impossible that not
only becomes a reality but also a
beautiful one.

Year after year, Saudi cinema grows,
and the festival grows with it.
Aspirations multiply, and programs
are diversified, which we will strive to
maintain throughout the year from
the associationys headquarters, so
it will not be limited to the festival
days only. We will continue to
work until we see Saudi films win
more international awards and be
exhibited and compete everywhere.
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3 Proactive Courses Held to Raise Legal and Commercial Awareness in the Cinema Industry

Production Market Attracts Projects worth SR 1.7 million

Based on the festivabs belief
in its pivotal role in promoting
local film and producing

it with high-level quality
consistent with international
standards, the Production
Market continues the

crucial role that it has been
following since its launch

in the festival's seventh
edition. This establishes the
foundations of professional
practices to provide financing
opportunities for film
development or production
by connecting filmmakers
with supporting entities and
production companies within
a competitive framework to
promote the film industry in
the Kingdom.

In line with its annual tradition,
the Production Market at the
10th edition of the Saudi Film
Festival allocated financial
grants to the winning projects
amounting to SAR 200,000
for the feature film category
and SAR 70,000 for the

short film category. Based

on the previous editions,

the value of the contracts
signed by the participating
companies is expected to
reach SAR 1,500,000. All
indicators suggest increasing
the number of agreements
during the festival days. This
edition hosts 20 entities
active in the cinema industry,
in addition to the participation
of the Cinema Society and its
partner, King Abdulaziz Center
for World Culture (ITHRA).
The Production Market is
sponsored by four entities:
NEOM, Film ALULA, the Saudi
Broadcasting Corporation,
and HWADI.

The Production
Market...
Opportunities and

Support
The main hall at the King

Abdulaziz Center for World
Culture (ITHRA) was selected
to host this filmmakers’
gathering. The uniquely
designed 1,600-square-
meter hall will include
various events hosted by the
Production Market, including
spaces for exhibitors and
supporting entities and a
stage for seminars, discussion
panels, presentations,

and book signing events.
The Production Market is
the primary destination

and gathering area for all
filmmakers, participants, and
visitors during the events,
from the festival,s second day
until its last days. In addition,
a ceremony will be held at
the Production Market to
distribute awards for the
winning projects, along

with signing agreements,
launching initiatives, and
filmmaking grants. The
Production Market enables
deals between filmmakers,
supporting entities, and
investors and offers job
opportunities in various
fields related to the film
industry, such as writing,
editing, directing, logistics
support, management, and
communication.

Workshop to Raise
Commercial and

Legal Awareness
The Production Market has
already held three proactive
training workshops to raise
awareness among filmmakers
regarding commercial and
legal aspects. The first
workshop, presented by
Michel Camon, covered

all 119 candidate projects.
The second workshop, also
presented by Camon, was
limited to the 50 projects
that passed the first stage.
Meanwhile, Mohammed
Rashid Bu Ali presented the
third workshop titled

" Essentials of Legal Dealings
between Filmmakers and
Production and Investment
Companies, " limited to the
30 projects qualified to
compete for the marketss
awards. The Production
Market had already started
organizing a series of
awareness-raising meetings
targeting filmmakers by
inviting them to the Cinema
Society headquarters, with
a plan to expand these
meetings to become more
specialized after finalizing the

saudifilmfestival.org 1oz |

headquarters’ logistical
preparations.

As a precedent, the
Production Market took the
lead in attracting outstanding
projects from previous
festival editions that could
not enter the production

or post-production stages.
This step aims to raise the
overall quality of the projects
on hand and advance film
production to match the
increasing demand for local
films. This move resulted

in two opportunities to

meet and benefit from film
industry experts at the festival
headquarters. Opening a
communication space in

the Knowledge Tower that
brings together filmmakers
with supporting companies
and entities allowed them to
review a variety of marketing
and awareness presentations.
In addition, the 16th floor of
the Center was allocated to
serve as the headquarters for
the second round of follow-
up consultations after passing
specific stages. Joining
these two facilities is per
appointment between the
Production Market and the
concerned parties.
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Actors Al-Shihri and Rida Present the Opening

Ceremony of "The tenth Edition” of the Festival
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Mohamed Al-Shihri: Continuing Success
Creates Stardom

The name of Mohamed AIl-Shihri has shone as one of the
prominent young figures in the Saudi drama scene. He has
made great starting from scratch and steadily climbing the
ladder of success. He has developed his skills and abilities since
childhood to become one of his generation»s most successful
young actors despite the fierce competition in the field.
Al-Shehri began his acting career with the modest school
theater stage, where he discovered that this critical space would
soon become narrow for him after high school. Therefore, he
set his sights on university theater, and according to observers,
he played a range of impressive roles on stage.

Al-Shehri did not wait long to join the caravan of those involved
in the drama industry, especially after his name emerged as one
of the influential content creators on social media networks. He
appeared prominently alongside actor Nasser Al-Qasabi in a
remarkable scene in the TV series «Makhraj V». He later formed
adistinctive comedy trio with Saleh Aba Amarah and Saad Azizin
the TV series «Sikat Safar» in three successive seasons. He also
played a prominent role in the film «Tareek Al-Wadi,» produced
by the King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra), while he
is currently preparing to participate in cinematic projects that
will soon see the light.
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Sumaya Rida: Towards International
Stardom

%

When talking about actress Sumaya Rida, we are talking about a
Saudi artistic phenomenon that has created a global impact in
a short period. This has made her an unusual name that cannot
be overlooked without stopping to consider the impact she has
left. She represented the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia at the world»s
oldest and one of the five most significant film festivals, the
Venice International Film Festival. She was chosen as the artistic
face representing the Kingdom in the VAath edition of the Venice
International Film Festival, where she was honored as one of the
most influential Arab filmmakers.

In terms of cinema, Sumaya performed a remarkable role in the
international film «Rupture» in which she starred alongside
several Hollywood stars, such as John Travolta, Billy Zane, Ross
Anderson, and others. The story revolves around a Saudi couple
who travel to London to solve a problem with infertility but are
deceived by their landlord. According to critics, her outstanding
performance in the film will be her gateway to other international
experiences.

In the field of drama, she had a distinctive participation in several
works, the most notable of which are «Bashar,» «Girls of Boxing»
(Part 1), «Mountain Guard,» «We Were Yesterday,» and «After a
While.» However, her most prominent participation in acting was
in the series «Rashash,» in which she played the role of Aida, the
wife of the officer in charge of chasing the gang, leading her into
a series of troubles within her direct family.



