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If the film is a «story told in pictures»
as they say, then this story is not
just movement in successive shots
performed by the actors, but
rather an industry that depends
on psychological and emotional
intensification and events that
may take place within the minds
and feelings of the characters. The
director, as he organizes these
characters and places them in their
places and makes them speak and
move between things in a parallel
human environment, is like a poet
who arranges his words on paper or
a painter who coordinates his colors
on a canvas. He does not fail to make
the camera follow the psychological
state of his characters, and thus
creates human amazement that
addresses the mind and feelings
together.

This happens after the film narration
abandons the previous methods
that rely on two types of narrators:
the knowledgeable narrator who
looks from the outside and has the
dominance of the narrative, and
the internal narrator with limited
knowledge who reveals as much
of the events that are revealed
to him. These methods make the
film's events proceed in a linear,
monotonous form. It revolves
around a main event and a common
ending, while the story is a story, a
mixture of feelings, pain, joy, success
and disappointment, a different
shock and the opening of closed
dramatic structures, a story that

Film narrative: sources
of inspiration and
production techniques

does not have to have a beginning
or an end or a single dramatic turn,
as it may have different balanceed
parts as the life we live.
Overlapping, «that is, the
construction of events in an
overlapping manner», which makes
the narrative fragmented and has
no unity that links it, is a modern
technique that gives the narrative
a specificity that is not required by
the normal scenario, and comes with
the intention of producing different
connotations, giving the spectator
an interactive role, and placing on
him the responsibility of linking and
building the fabric of the narrative,
by reading and analyzing the pauses
and reflexes, plying with tenses
and condensing the character'’s
components that accompany the
event.

These ideas and theories raise
many questions and make us look
at the content of our films with a
critical eye and an artistic vision.
Perhaps the most important of
these questions revolves around
what is necessary for us to have a
cinema that resembles us, after we
have crossed an advanced stage
in  photography, montage and
directing techniques, which we
have reached thanks to a decade of
cinematic giving full of support and
encouragement, awards, training
programs and seminars throughout
the sessions of this festival, but this
question brings us back to a pivotal
discussion that perhaps still needs

to be raised, about the interesting
content on which we build our
films, or the «story worth telling»
in our cinematic form, and this
calls us to talk about the sources
of inspiration, or the sources of
creativity of narrative content, and
there is no doubt that reality is the
most important of these sources,
and we can derive this reality from
narrative templates that we find in
novels and short stories, or from
other sources that derive their
material from history, imagination,
and fantasy. | still bet that there
is rich material in our creative
narratives and novels that deserves
to be revealed and reproduced in
new forms. Today, after the festival
has grown and its programs and
awards have grown, we find it
granting an important award that
deserves to be highlighted, which
is the «Ghazi Al-Qosaibi Award for
Best Screenplay for a Saudi Novely,
and it falls within Unexecuted
Screenplay Competition Prizes.
In fact, it was correct to name this
award after the late Dr. Ghazi Al-
Qosaibi, who is considered one of
the pioneering Saudi novelists who
wrote the stream of consciousness
novel, which means focusing on
the psychological entity of the
character, that is, the events that
take place within the human mind
and feelings.

Professor specializing in cinematic

narrative techniques



50 offers awaiting approval from

filmmakers in the productlon market
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Tensionraged between filmmakers,
sponsors, and producing
companies in the production
market in the tenth edition of the
SaudiFilm Festival,asalmost certain
news spread in the corridors of the
hall about the existence of a group
of deals and agreements that have
not yet been officially confirmed
and announced. This comes in light
of the continued massive influx
of those interested in cinematic
fields, as the number of attendees
continues to increase day after day.

"Anticipated"
offers and
agreements
Presenting projects on the
Production Market stage

contributed to the increase in
offers submitted to filmmakers to
participate in the implementation
of their works, as the Production
Market Competitionjuryreviewed
13 projects in the feature film
category and 17 projects in the
short film category, which took
more than six hours over two
consecutive days.

Safa learned that there were
approximately 50 offers
submitted during the past
two days for a number of films
competing for market grants,
amounting to 750 thousand Saudi
riyals. These performances were
presented by supporting parties
in addition to artistic production

companies. The deals varied
between  financial  financing
and logistical and technical

facilities. It is expected that these
agreements will be announced
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within the next two days, with
indications that the number will
increase in the coming days.

A number of critics and media
professionals praised the
projects that were presented on
the production market stage, and
some of them confirmed that
there is a noticeable awareness
among those working in the
Saudi cinematic field, in terms of

\ [ Welcome to the Productron Market

™

the way to present their projects
and convince those interested in
them, stressing the importance
of the outputs being at the
level of the way the shows are
presented, which appeared with
high professionalism.

Keeping up suitable
for the event

The number of media outlets
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covering the activities of the

production  market reached
more than 6 channels, divided
between variety channels and
speciality channels, which are: Al-
Ro'ya channel, Saudi TV, the News
channel, Rotana Khalijiya, MBC,
and Al-Thagafiya. These entities
allocated messages and bulletins
covering market developments
and what happens during it, in
addition to live broadcasting of
the event and interviews with
filmmakers, supporting entities
and production companies. The
production market also witnessed
intense coverage by social media
pioneers, through live coverage,
publishing photos and interviews
with market pioneers,
their impressions of the event in
general, and publishing them via

taking

the festival hashtag on all social
media hetworks.



Can we evaluate Saudi cinema
currently?

Evaluating Saudi cinema without
a cumulative standard to measure
it through is difficult. We should
also realize that Saudi cinemais in
a growth phase, and the primary
focus should be on enhancing the
diversity ofexperiences, whichwill
contribute to forming standards
and significantly elevating quality
levels in the future. When we
look at the beginnings of Saudi
cinema, we find that it followed a
path centered around a specific
popular segment within a limited
scope. However, withthe diversity
of production and experiences,
we have encountered works that
strive to attract their audiences
without conforming to dominant
approaches. For example, films
such as "Sitar," "Night Mandoob,"
and "Bumb Youth" have gained
broad popularity among different
segments. In art cinema, there
are numerous experiences which,
however, are less unique.

So, what is the necessary step in
the current phase?

In my opinion, the local cinema
industry should continue to
venture into experimental
arenas and create a different
path in terms of creativity. This
will eventually shed light on the
pioneers' endeavors and enable
other filmmakers to read the
scene better,thusensuringalively
and dynamic cinema industry.
Between the objective moral

Understanding the Reception Process Mitigates
Value and Moral Disparities

Firas Al-Madhi: Diverse
Experiences Enhance Quality.

Interview by: Abdullah Al-Duhailan
When we talk about film criticism in Saudi Arabia, a newborn field that flourished with the

return of cinema and the inauguration of local theaters, Firas Al-Madhi appears as one of

the foremost advocates in this field. In addition to his keenness to follow up on Saudi films,

he tracked their artistic and subject-related developments. He expressed his observations

through bold critical opinions, as in his article «Saudi Cinema Faces Critical Negativity,» in

which he faces the wave of discontent over the film «Naga,» which sparked widespread

debate when it was shown on a digital platform.

In this interview, we join Firas Al-Madhi in examining the overall features of Saudi film and

identifying the most prominent turning points that can be built upon. We also discuss moral

aspects when evaluating films, especially since Saudi cinemais still in its infancy.

debate and the artistic quality
of the work, what are the main
obstacles that stand in the way of
the Saudi film industry?

| don't think values and morals as
abstract concepts can be taken
objectively because they are
relative and subject to the varying
values between individuals
and societies. Therefore, such
a debate is expected not only
in the Kingdom and the Arab
world but also globally. However,
what matters is interpreting the
reception process that leads
us to the actual obstacle of
these works, which is choosing
the appropriate platform for
artistic expressions in all their
differences. Each  cinematic

category should find its proper

place and suitable audience,
considering the existence of an
audience that controls the film
through the pause button on
online platforms. In contrast,
others pay for tickets and get
controlled in movie theaters, in
addition to attendees of festivals
seeking experiences that differ
from what is available in public
theaters or digital platforms.
These crucial factors shape the
reception process and play a vital
role in determining the space
between moral values and artistic
forms of expression.

Despite the short duration of the
experience, can we consider any
Saudi films as specific milestones
on which to build?

Every work is a milestone, but

there are prominent landmarks
of the
scene should stop at. The most

that every observer

important of those landmarks
is the film "Wadjda" by director
Haifaa Al-Mansour, a historic
start presenting the first official
appearance of Saudi cinema on
a global level. Also, the film "The

Camel" by Mishaal Aljassem is
a glaring and innovative model
with its differences or strengths
that forcefully targeted the local
scene and disturbed the audience
negatively and positively. We
cannot ignore the importance of
the film "Sattar," which achieved
sweeping success and proved
itself a successful model for films

at the box office.
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Appreciation... the
best moments
Abeer Al-Anizi had a new

opportunity in the tenth edition
of the festival as a producer of the
documentary film "Abdulmohsen
Al-Nimer" and as an artistic
producerofanotherdocumentary
film, "Station Seven." She
received her first opportunity to
work on a movie about "Saleh Al-
Fawzan" in the festival's previous
edition, even though she had
often refused this type of work
due to her busy schedule and
commitments to other projects.
However, she changed her mind
and took on this experience for
the first time, considering it to be
one of the most important artistic
experiences in her life. She said,
"My best moments were when
| found appreciation in Saleh
Fawzan's eyes, this honorable
professor, after presenting his
story in adocumentary."

Fawzan's legacy

appreciated

When  Abeer Al-Anizi  met
Saleh Al-Fawzan several times,
she realized that this artistic
figure was "repressed," as she
articulated it, and that it was her
duty to introduce people to who
Saleh was as a person, a producer,
and a Saudi screenwriter. She
added, "Il saw that Al-Fawzan

plan.»

T

Abeer Al-Anizi: Working
with Saudi Film
Festival... A Different
Experience!

«The Saudi Film Festival allowed me to work alongside professionals. |
presented a film about Saleh Al-Fawzan, and today, | am presenting another
film about artist Abdulmohsen Al-Nimer. It was a fun experience. Their refined
demeanor towards others is unparalleled. There is no room for flattery and

no place to waste time... Everything here is organized and runs according to

r These were the words of Abeer Al-Anizi, director of documentary films, as she

~ began speaking about her second experience with the Saudi Film Festival.
She believes that it is one of the most essential art festivals for her for several
reasons. The festival has worked hard to influence the cinematic scene,

. provided an opportunity for communication between artists and production
companies, and extended many opportunities to talented individuals in
' various fields of the film industry.

is a personality who carries a
great legacy that needs to be
highlighted so that the audience
can know and appreciate him as
he deserves." "Saleh Al-Fawzan
Presents" is the documentary
film that Al-Anizi successfully
produced and presented to
the audience of the Saudi Film
Festival. Through it, she was more
attracted to presenting other
documentary films and sharing
them with people closest to herin
spirit and ideas. They applauded
in satisfaction and satisfaction.

Recapturing old
details

The success achieved by Abeer
Al-Anizi in  her documentary
film "Saleh Al-Fawzan Presents"
prompted the festival
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management in its tenth edition
to give her another opportunity
to work with artist Abdulmohsen
Al-Nimer in acompletely different
experience. Although Al-Nimer
was often occupied with shooting
scenes from his television dramas
that aired in Ramadan last year, Al-
Anizi reached a sufficient level of
calmnessto createadocumentary
worthy of this great artist. She did
not settle for filming spontaneous
scenes of Al-Nimer recounting
his story with acting or leaving at
night to travel to Kuwait without
anyone knowing. She brought
him back to his old neighborhood
and childhood house to reveal
what was inside him and give
himself the right to recapture and
embody the moment. He narrates
to future generations how he

spenthislife defending hisdream,
which he never abandoned.

Artistic obsession
yielding creativity

However, Al-Anizi was not
entirely satisfied with the film
"Abdulmohsen Al-Nimer" as she
believed that the artist did not
express all the worries that were
within him during his long journey
with art and did not share with his
audience the details of his artistic
life, challenges, and difficulties he
faced throughout his illustrious
career. This obsession led her to
convey these concerns directly
to Al-Nimer, who reached out one
night, expressing his desire to
meet her and make this distinctive
documentary together.

Abeer Al-Anizi, a producer,
prefers to convey her message
in a documentary film with great
details and genuine human
emotions because she believes
that presenting the work with
this spontaneous spirit will gain
acceptance and interaction
from the audience and convey
her message that difficulties
create success. Therefore, the
documentary will be a model
for facing life's challenges. On
the other hand, if the idea of the
film is gloomy and dull, it may
convey negative messages to the
audience.



