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Competition Judging Committee Wraps Up Evaluation of 26 Participating Projects.

Production Market Sets Record with 3600 Daily Visitors,
with Exclusive Training Sessions Awaiting Filmmakers

The 9th edition of the Saudi Film Festival set a
record by attracting an unprecedented 3600
daily visitors to the Production Market. The venue
was graced by distinguished guests, participants,
filmmakers, and film enthusiasts.

The impressive turnout for the Production
Market is a significant success, indicating its
strong potential for a further increase in the
number of visitors during the remaining days
of the festival. As the event draws to a close
on Wednesday, the Market aims to foster a
unique platform for businesses and sponsors
to engage with filmmakers. By removing any
potential obstacles and creating opportunities
for seamless collaboration, the market enhances
meaningful

communication and facilitates

networking amongst the broader artistic
community, particularly among film industry
professionals.

On Monday, the jury of the Production Market
held a lengthy meeting with the teams of the
short film competition nominees. The meeting
resulted in several observations regarding
the project's budget, execution mechanism,
and compliance with the required conditions
to receive the presented grant. With that, the

committee has completed evaluating the long

ithra | 4 - 11 May 2023

and short film categories, totaling 26 projects.
The committee is ready to announce the projects
receiving grants, which exceed a total value of
1,750,000 million SAR.

Ready-to-sign memoranda of
understanding

Participating companies and entities continued
to work wholeheartedly to make the most
of the remaining days of the market. Some
companies rushed to draft more than one
memorandum of understanding in preparation
for signing agreements for future projects. This
comes as part of their preparedness to make
final agreements with the winning projects,
especially as some companies have offered a
set of tips to filmmakers to maximize the benefit
of the grant to produce a high-quality final
product with minimal costs.

New job opportunities

and future projects

The film Production Market continued
providing various opportunities for filmmakers

to contact sponsoring entities and investors.

www.saudifilmfestival.org

Several companies announced the launch of
specialized training courses in writing, editing,
directing, logistics support, and management.
Visitors expressed their satisfaction with this
initiative, believing it will enhance their artistic
skills, which are essential in supporting the
cinematic impetus, noting that the Saudi Film
Festival is an output of this impetus.

It is worth noting that until two days ago, on
Sunday, companies announced signing several
contracts to attract outstanding job resumes.
The number of jobs that have been contracted
reached 20 after conducting interviews and
Other

were keen on collecting CV information from

negotiating job offers. businesses
those freelancers and job seekers to facilitate
communication with these individuals and
invite them to work on ongoing projects. This
step contributed to registering the information
of more than 300 interested individuals within
only three days since the beginning of the
festival, with expectations that the number will
increase to 1000 interested individuals who
want to work independently on film projects

for businesses and sponsoring entities.



Iraqi Writer Abd Al-Hadi Saadoun: «Spanish cinema has a
long history and uniquely presents comedy.»

Abd Al-Hadi Saadoun, the Iraqgi writer and poet
behind the book "Pedro Almoddvar's Cinema,"
which explores the career of the renowned
Spanish director, stated that his passion for
Spanish cinema originated from his study of
Spanish language and literature at the University
of Baghdad, followed by his relocation to Madrid.
Furthermore, a segment of his doctoral research
concentrated on the intersection of literature and
cinema in Spain.

During an interview with the program "Festival
Guests," Saadoun expressed his admiration for
Spanish cinema, stating: “It is a very noteworthy
and well-established cinema that began in 1896."
Saadoun also praised the contribution of Spanish
directors, including the award-winning Luis
Buriuel, known for his surreal style and famous

film "The Andalusian Dog." Saadoun credited
his interest in Spanish cinema for enabling him
to build a vast collection of knowledge from its
origin until today. In particular, he highlighted the
significance of the works of Pedro Almoddvar,
saying that
important.”
Saadoun added that he became attached to

Almodovar's work since the first film he watched.

"Almoddvar's cinema is very

According to Saadoun, Almodovar is a significant
director who has presented several important
works and is one of the earliest film schools he
encountered in lrag before leaving. One of
Almodovar's films that made an impression on
Saadoun is "What Have | Done to Deserve This?"
produced in 1984. This social film offers a peculiar
blend of drama and comedy, which characterizes
that
Almodovar's unique approach to blending drama

Spanish  society. Saadoun  believes

and comedy, which often involves sharp sarcasm,
captures the essence of the Spanish character,
rooted in multiple civilizational backgrounds.

that Almodovar combines

Saadoun notes

various elements of Spanish culture in his films,
showcasing both direct and indirect humor and,
at times, unconventional comedic approaches.
He also adeptly blends dramatic themes with
subtle comedy, which has left Spanish audiences
somewhat shocked and perplexed as the films
challenge Spanish societal norms. Despite this,
Almodovar successfully captures the essence of
the Spanish character and all its contradictions.
Saadoun notes that Pedro Almodovar and other
directors of his generation are part of the cultural
movement that emerged in Madrid after the end
of the dictatorship period. Saadoun explains that
those generations were thirsty for everything
new. After many years of the country not having
any artistic movements, cinema and other arts
were also thirsty for everything new. Initially, the
directors, including Almodovar, were cautious
and wanted to avoid talking directly about politics.
Instead, Almodovar used politicized characters,
such as police officers or women working on
the street, to present indirect political and social
criticism. However, Almodovar has returned to
speaking directly about politics in recent years. He
addresses issues such as the mass grave period
and Franco's reign period, and even in his film "All
About My Mother," he explores the period that
followed the Spanish Civil War, searching for the
identity of the Spanish people in the past.

Saadoun commented on the interest of Spanish
filmmaker Pedro Almodovar in women, saying,
"He has a sarcastic phrase in which he says: 'If |
erased all the male characters from all my films,
you wouldn't notice the difference, because the
female character is the main character in building
the film."' This statement rings true as Pedro grew
up surrounded by women, and his strong-willed
mother instilled in him a love for literature and
art. He considers the female character the center
of the universe, which explains why it is the axis

of all his films. In contrast, his works often portray
the male character as a fleeting presence or even
a source of harm to women. Generally speaking,
female characters dominate %99 of Pedro
Almodovar's films."

According to writer Abd Al-Hadi Saadoun, the
films of Spanish director Pedro Almodovar are
interconnected to such a degree that a hint
from his first film can be found repeated in his
latest work. However, upon conducting a critical
analysis of the director's body of work, it became
necessary to divide it into stages, starting with
the experimental phase in his early artistic career.
Despite not studying cinema academically,
Almodovar honed his craft by writing scenarios
for magazines, watching theater films, and
following visual and auditory arts developments.
Thus, his first four years in the film industry can be
considered an experimental phase, during which
he explored music and drama, creating a body of
work deemed a documentary. The next stage in
his evolution as a filmmaker is what Saadoun refers
to as "personal cinema," which is resembled in his
films "All About My Mother" and "Pain and Glory."
In these films, Almodovar portrays a complex
and troubled cinematic character who recalls
everything about his mother.

Pedro Almodovar describes his art as a unique
blend of cinema free from traditional cinematic
norms. Almodovar's films are distinctly different
from those of his predecessors, and he presented
them with the same energy as popular "pop"
music. His work reflects a liberating cinema that
advocates for the causes of women and sexual
freedom. This is especially significant given the
conservative nature of Spanish society up until
the 1920s when society was hesitant to address
societal issues directly. However, Almodovar
tackles these issues head-on and explores

freedom-related themes across various fields.
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Boxing Your Way Through Failure: A Look at
the Film “Sattar”

By: Tarik Al-Bahhar

The Saudi film "Sattar" has achieved great success
in its commercial release, breaking records and
surpassing many foreign filmsin revenue. Produced
by Telfaz11 and directed by Abdullah Al-Arak, with
Ibraheem Alkhairallah as the executive producer,
the film is the outcome of a writing workshop by
Ayman Wattar, Osama Al-Fadil, and Wael Al-Saeed.
Starring lbrahim Al-Hajjaj, Abdulaziz Alshehri,
Shahd Algefari, and Ibraheem Alkhairallah, "Sattar"
is produced by Ahmed Moussa and presented by
Al-Shimaisi Films, Telfaz11, and Movie Studio.

"Sattar" received widespread acclaim at the ninth
edition of the Saudi Film Festival, where it was
screened. The movie seamlessly blends action and
comedytodepictthe story of Saad,amanstruggling
with personal and professional failure. Saad's
childhood ambition of becoming a professional
wrestler is realized when a remarkable opportunity
presents itself. However, his joy is short-lived, as
he soon discovers that his dream is becoming a
nightmare.He meets AliHogan, a peculiar character
played by actor Abdulaziz Alshehri, who imposes
himself as the region's most renowned wrestling
manager. Hogan introduces Saad to "The Pit," an
underground wrestling network, and enlists the
services of Abdul Khalig, a Pakistani coach played
by Khairallah, to participate in the most prominent
freestyle wrestling championship in the area. In a

1jLaly
Telfazll

remarkably comedic manner, the storyline flows
effortlessly without any sense of contrivance and
with great fluidity in its presentation.

The narrative centers around freestyle wrestling
and follows a Saudi man passionate about the
sport but facing struggles and challenges in

pursuing his dreams. It also emphasizes the
importance of having goals and striving to achieve
them. In this film, one can aspire to realize a dream,
achieve it, and even humorously poke fun at it with
intelligence and wit.

One of the film's most outstanding moments
is Saad's entrance into the wrestling ring,
accompanied by traditional folk songs. The film's
music selection is one of the most exquisite
choices to match today’s youth's tastes. The film's
writing team found a strong correlation between
this type of music and the popular wrestling clips
available on YouTube during the pre-production
and research phases.

This film holds considerable significance within
the Saudi film industry, as it is a locally produced
commercial film representing one of the initiatives
of emerging Saudi youth in cinema.

According to the General Commission for
Audiovisual Media in Saudi Arabia, the film "Sattar"
has sold nearly one million tickets, making it the
top-grossing movie in the history of Saudi cinema,
proving the current high demand for Saudi comedy
films. To fulfill the objectives of Saudi Arabia's
Vision 2030 to diversify sources of income and
entertainment and support the local film industry,
the commission disclosed that 31 Saudi films had
been produced and screened since the launch of

cinemas in 2018.

ithra | 4 - 11 May 2023

www.saudifilmfestival.org



SAUDI FILM FESTIVAL &

" &y a0l 0 X4l glayaxa &

ithra | 4-11May 2023 .« :

- SAAFA=

rl-|=n=l

<INEMA ASSOKIATION

Daily bulletin of the Saudi Film Festival, the ninth session - Issue 7 - 10 May 2023

Adel Al-Zahrani Presents “Intersections of Cinema,
Literature, and Philosophy” at the Saudi Films Festival

As part of the 9th edition of the Saudi Films Festival,
the Saudi writer and critic Dr. Adel Khamees Al-Zahrani
presents his book «In Criticism of Cinema: Intersections
of Cinema, Literature, and Philosophy.» The book
provides a rich feast for those interested in objective
film criticism by breaking down all film components. It
also delves into the poetics of cinema, which, according
to Dr. Al-Zahrani, is centered around «the story and the
narrative mechanisms used in film.» The author puts
forth an analytical methodology rooted in narrative
science, aiming to identify and analyze the structural
elements of a film»s narrative and analyze them. What is
beautiful about this approach is that it helps the reader,
the non-specialist, understand and appreciate the film
on a larger scale.

The Importance of Studying Cinema

During the book fair, Dr. Al-Zahrani talks about the
importance and prevalence of cinema today, saying,
«The sun of cinema rarely sets in any country around the
world, as cinemas have become an important part of the
economic and entertainment fabric in modern cities,
including small countries. Most countries strive to leave
their mark in this world by producing local films and
establishing institutes and art academies that contribute
to the graduation of generations of writers, actors,
directors, and film production specialists in all aspects.
Therefore, studying this important human activity and
shedding light on its various aspects is paramount.»
Film and Literary Criticism

Through the book, Al-Zahrani provides a quick historical
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introduction that acquaints us with the origins of cinema,
the beginnings of the image and the motion picture, and
the stages of development in presentation methods. He
does so through examples that convey the critical and
profound content the author aims to present smoothly
and enjoyably. Then he discusses some intersections

between cinema and other human domains, such as
philosophy and literature. He also attempts to provide
a proposed methodology for film criticism that serves as
a guide to help researchers write systematic criticism of
cinematic discourse. The book's third chapter addresses
an essential aspect of the relationship between literature
and film, precisely the difference between the novel and
its adapted film, with some practical applications.
Al-Zahrani offers valuable advice in his book regarding
the tools those interested in film or literary criticism
should equip themselves with, highlighting three
dimensions: «the scientific knowledge of the field, the
importance of the approach, and the nature of the
material or the criticized text.» He says criticism is «a
scientific field with its cognitive requirements, similar to
other scientific disciplines.»

The book emphasizes the essential enlightening role
played by cinema through the questions it raises, the
perspective it adopts toward the issues it addresses,
and the method it employs in presenting them. Like
philosophy and poetry, it is concerned with existential
problems. In its own way, it seeks to promote higher
human values through continuous questioning of
historically, politically, and socially complex issues.
Al-Zahrani is a professor of modern criticism at King
Abdulaziz University. He has published numerous
research papers in criticism and theory and has worked
at the Saudi newspaper Al-Madina as a supervisor of
cultural pages. He has several publications in both
English and Arabic languages.

«Jean-Luc Godard ... Before the Name... Before the
Language « by Amin Saleh at the Saudi Film Festival

Amin Saleh, a Bahraini writer and film critic, takes
us on a captivating journey into the world of the
French filmmaker Jean-Luc Godard through his book,
Before the
Language,” as part of the ninth edition of the Saudi Film

“Jean-Luc Godard... Before the Name...

Festival. Saleh introduces Godard as a multi-talented
artist, film critic, director, actor, cinematographer,
screenwriter, editor, and producer. He is known for his
uncompromising approach to his artand is considered
one of the most influential and controversial figures in
cinema and film culture history. Godard>s works are
essential in understanding the essence and nature
of cinema, as he sought to change how audiences
perceive and comprehend reality, history, and images.
The critic and writer Abdullah Al-Safar described the
book as a cinematic journey that explores the diverse
and rich worlds of Jean-Luc Godard, attempting
to grasp his artistic experience, characterized by
diversity, richness, creativity, and prolific production.
Through his numerous and varied films, he challenged
established traditions in dealing with cinema in terms
of vision and technique. He deconstructed and
redefined everything anew in a creative style that still
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resonates in his films, from “Breathless” (1959) to his
latest work, “The Image Book” (2018). Over seven
decades, he continued to explore and question the
function of cinema, investigated the nature of the

www.saudifilmfestival.org

film industry itself, and succeeded in pushing the
boundaries of film form. He has had a significant
influence on countless filmmakers worldwide.
Al-Safar added that Amin Saleh>s book captures the
life and art of this eminent filmmaker, delving into his
biography, artistic experiences, and stages as a critic
and director. It also explores his ideas and opinions on
various cinema-related matters. The book dedicates a
chapter to Godardss films from his early beginnings to
his latest works.

Amin Saleh is a writer, film, and television screenwriter,
playwright, film critic, poet, novelist, and translator
from the Kingdom of Bahrain. He has numerous
publications, translations, and releases in cinema,
television, poetry, and literature. His latest works
include “"The Waters and Their Shadows,» (2019),
“Light Silence like Nebulae,” (translation,2019), “Milan
Kundera and the World as a Partner,” (2022) «Media
Violence in Michael Hanekess Cinema,» (2021) and
“Aesthetics of Slowness Nadin Mai» (translation, 2022).
He was also honored in 2007 with the First-Class
Efficiency Medal by His Majesty the King of Bahrain.
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