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The Two Honorees of the “Ninth Festival» Sign Their Books

In a gathering attended by numerous filmmakers
and bookloversinterested in cinematic knowledge,
three books were signed yesterday, Monday, at the
Production Market Theater in Ithra Center: "Jean-
Luc Godard... Before Names... Before Language"
by Amin Salih, and "Amin Salih... The Conscious
Gaze" prepared by Journalist & Poet Abdel
Wahhab Al-Oraidh, and The
Immigrant Cinematographer" prepared by Film
Critic Naji Abdel Sattar.

The book signing session, which was moderated

"Saleh Fawzan...

by Muhammad Al-Faraj, comes as an extension of
paying tribute to Amin Saleh and Saleh Al-Fawzan;
the two cinematic pioneers honored in the ninth
edition of the festival.

Speaking about his book " Jean-Luc Godard...
Before Names... Before Language," Amin Saleh
indicated that the book is the first of its kind long
after a folio of articles he wrote about Godard
published in the 1970s in Bahrain. He also pointed
out his love and pursuit of Godard and his cinema,
and all that was written about it. He praised
Godard’s work for its tremendous impact on world
cinema. He indicated that Godard was open to
experimenting with all forms and techniques
without fear or concern for what the market and
the audience demand.

Amin pointed out that the book title, "Before the
Name... Before Language," came from Godard's
philosophy of returning to point zero and that

bears a similarity to his relationship with cinema,
as both came by chance, and he did not dream of
being a filmmaker one day. But he is happy with
what he is now and with his -40year experience in
Arab filmmaking. Because each milestone, whether
small or large, is essential in his journey going up
or moving over to another area.

Al-Fawzan stressed that the cinematic scene today
in Saudi Arabia is full of creative and ambitious

youth, indicating that this scene was once a
daydream, while today it is a reality that we live in.
He pointed out that today's cinematic reality goes
beyond the question he saw in the eyes of many
during his years of work in cinema outside Saudi
Arabia, which is: How is it possible for a filmmaker
to be from a country where there is no cinema?

Al-Fawzan expressed his pride in all hiscompanions
and co-workers who were with him on this cinematic

names and adjectives undermine the things that
ought to retain their virginity.

In a related context, Saleh revealed that he had
completed a script for a drama feature film that he
will bring together with Emirati director Nawaf Al-
Janahi and that he is in the process of searching
for a producer for this project, hoping it will see the
light as soon as possible.

On the other hand, producer Saleh Al-Fawzan did
not hide his gratitude for being honored alongside
a great cinematic figure like Amin Saleh.

In his speech, Al-Fawzan indicated that his life

Poet & Critic Abdullah Safar:

journeythatspanned more than 40 years.

He revealed that he is working on three upcoming
projects in cooperation with the Daw’' Film
Competition, and the Cultural Development Fund,
in addition to a screenplay adapted from a novel
by Abdullah Al-Taazi, expressing his hope that
these projects will be completed to the fullest.
The discussion with the two honorees concluded
with long queues by the audience lining up wishing
to greet the two distinguished figures of Arab

cinema and obtain signed copies of their books.

Saudi Film Festival; 8 Days to Eleveate our Aesthetic Senses & Foster our Dream

Poet and critic Abdullah Safar has been closely following
the events and activities of the Saudi Film Festival since its
1st edition. He expressed, «The ninth edition of the festival
marks a greater realization of our dream... and promises
are now coming to brilliant fruition.»

Abdullah Safar stated, «The Saudi Film Festival paves

the way for a diverse and comprehensive film industry,

forging a local cinematic sector on a solid foundation that

goes beyond the technical aspect in its different levels.

This process involves acquiring knowledge and resources that are
only accessible through industry experts; these experts we see during
the festival days actively participating in workshops and training
programs that expand from one edition to the next.»

When asked about noteworthy additions he noticed at this year's
festival, Safar replied, «The «Film Librarys is a personal favorite of mine,
as the festival is consistently enriching it with a substantial number

o
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of high-quality books, whether authored in Arabic or
~ translated each year. These are the kind of books that the
| Arabic library is in dire need of. This year, we look forward
to delving deeper into the festivalys programs, which would
undoubtedly showcase its success and foster a motivating
impetus for the advancement of cinema in Saudi Arabia.»
He added, «In a single day, | had the fortunate opportunity
to encounter more local and Gulf cinematic experiences
than | could have anticipated, including those from lIraq,
Oman, Bahrain, and Kuwait. These encounters are visually and
artistically delighting, with some subtly alluding to pressing societal
issues in a captivating and moving manner.»
The Saudi Film Festival is an eight-day celebration that uplifts our
aesthetic senses. Please forgive us, dear poet, as we take the liberty of
rephrasing your words: «My Lord, how magnificent cinema
truly is.»

ithra | 4 - 10 May 2023



Praised her Experience at Festival's “Screenplay Lab”
Deema Azar: <Funding» and «Piracy» among the Top Challenges
Facing Film Production in the Arab World

Jordanian producer Deema Azar emphasized that
the most significant challenges facing the Arab film
industry are funding and piracy. Azar pointed out
thatthe post-production phaseisjustaschallenging
as the production phase, stating that «distribution
and marketing are among the biggest challenges
facing independent films in the region due to the
limited number of distributors in the Arab world
and the lack of experience or limited vision in the
distribution and marketing strategy of the film. This
is because of the limited screening outlets for this
type of film and the limited experience with cinema
culture at the general audience level.

However, Azar urged filmmakers not to be
discouraged by these challenges and instead use
them as a driving force to think innovatively and
discover new ways to overcome obstacles. She
also highlighted cinema in the Arabian Gulf region
as relatively new, making it more flexible and
adaptable to overcoming challenges and utilizing
them as building blocks for effective and high-
quality film production.

Azar has had diverse and notable participation in
several film festivals, including her role as director
of the Amman Filmmakers Days in the inaugural
edition of the Amman International Film Festival
in 2020. She regards film festivals as “crucial
milestones in a filmmakens journey, providing
valuable opportunities for support, showcasing and
celebrating films and their makers.” In her words,
"Film festivals, whether international, regional,
or Arab, are indispensable platforms on the film
journey, whether the project is under development
or ready for screening, as festivals provide
unique support opportunities for filmmakers and
create a rich cinematic environment, in addition
to celebrating films and their makers through
film screenings and related events.» She also
emphasizes the significantrole of film festivals as an
indicator of a countryss film industry development,
highlighting the importance of community and
official support in organizing them in the best
possible way.

Deema Azar is a founding member and managing
partner of Sandouk Al-Hikaya, a production
company based in Amman that supports new
cinematic talents in Jordan and the Arab world.
Furthermore, she served as the Regional Training
Director at the Royal Film Commission Jordan
from 2012 to 2016. She worked as a film script
consultant collaborating with various production
entities locally and internationally. She is also widely
known for providing consultancy to independent
film projects. She collaborated with the eighth
edition of the Saudi Film Festival as a trainer in
the «Screenplay Lab” dedicated to developing
feature film scripts. She described her experience
as exciting and unique, stating that it provided
her with an excellent opportunity to encounter
many Saudi creatives and talented storytellers,
eager to receive feedback and guidance on the

development of their authentic local stories, and

r
Dasanall o3l ly e 71
SAUDI FILM FESTIVAL -}
ithra | 4 - 10 May 2023

Gulf cinema offers
quality productions,
with resilient filmmakers
overcomingobstacles

| eagerly look forward to seeing these stories
translated onto the big screen.

In this festival edition, Deema Azar also participates
as a trainer and mentor at the feature film

www.saudifilmfestival.org
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screenplay development workshop. Azar states,
«l am pleased with this invitation to continue what
| started in the previous course, which drives me
forward with filmmakers whose scripts have been
selected for development among the exquisite
deliverables expected from the lab.»

Itrs worth mentioning that Deema Azans feature
film «Joy» portrays a Palestinian girl>s experience
during the 1948 Nakba and her witnessing of
occupation soldiers killing families and children.
After the film's release, Azar collaborates with
writer and director Darin J. Sallam and producer
Ayah Jardaneh on two forthcoming projects.



lthra Draws a Large Crowd on the Third Day of the Saudi Film Festival Book-Signing Ceremony

Cinema Resembles Life, with Ups and Downs, and All
the Complexities in Between

For the third consecutive day of the Saudi Film
Festival's ninth edition, a book signing event was
held at the Production Market Theater in Ithra,
presented by Zahra Al-Faraj. Four books were
signed yesterday: "The Pre-final Stare" translated
by Radi Al-Nimasi, "The King Principle" by Maher
Mansour, "ltalian Laughter" by Erfan Rasheed,
and "The Comedy Train" by Mohammed Reda.
Radi Al-Nimasi highlighted that his passion for
cinemastemsfromhisloveforlife.He emphasized
that cinema reflects life's complexities,
sweetness, and bitterness, contributing to our
understanding and appreciation. He asserted
that there is never a final stare and that “The Pre-
final Stare” in the title of his book suggests that
this act resembles a never-ending obsession we
are drawn to. According to Al-Nimasi, his book
comprises a series of dialogues with world-
renowned directors such as Forman, Tarantino,
and Christopher Nolan. He underlined that the
path to success starts with one’s initial steps and
that glory is solely attainable through drawing
from past experiences and embracing rejection.
Al-Nimasi added, "l

difficulties in translation due to the lack of an

encountered several
all-encompassing Arabic cinematic glossary.
| am grateful to the head of the Film Authority,
Abdullah Al-Ayaf, for his assistance in translating
the terms that were hard to comprehend."
He explained, “The book has a second part
scheduled to be released soon, and there may
be a series of dialogues with Arab directors in

Lack of Arabic Cinematic Dictionary
Poses a Significant Challenge to
Translators

Festival’s Publications a Significant
Contribution Enriching Filmmaking
Industry

the future."

Maher Mansour stated that his book "The
King Principle" targets novice screenwriters,
developers, and evaluators of a film script to
arouse the reader's curiosity and interest to
inquire further about the story. He emphasized
that this principle proves the success of any
material, be it narrative, cinematic, or any other
form." Mansour disclosed that he intended to
avoid mentioning specific script examples in his
book. This is to prevent advocating any recurrent
models in scriptwriting, preferring to rely on the
imagination and creativity of the writer. Mansour
concluded by stating: "l have incorporated a
reference guide at the end of the book including
several elements that can help the author to
ensure the precision of their writing."

Irfan Rasheed emphasized that his book;
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“ltalian Laughter” is an attempt to provide a

concise narrative of the history and origins of
ltalian comedy, and given the progressive and
multifaceted nature of cinema, it is necessary to
be familiar with itto cultivate a new and distinctive
film industry in the Arab World." He elaborated:
" It is important to acknowledge the roots of
Italian comedy and the ltalian realistic cinema,
which emerged on the streets, matured, and
developed within them, making it authentic and
relatable to people’s lives." Rasheed concluded
by commending the festival's publications,
stating that they contribute to knowledge
acquisition and enrichment and foster learning
and creativity in cinema.

Mohammad Reda discussed his book "The
Comedy Train," which features a curated list
of "100 films that must be seen." Reda shared
that the inspiration for the book came from his
passion for recording and documenting films he
enjoyed watching, regardless of their genre. He
explained: "It is a preliminary introductory book
for 100 global films, Arab and international,
deliberately chosen for their varying levels of
complexity to provide readers with a varied
collection of films still connected through their
comedic themes."

The session concluded with the authors meeting
with attendees to sign their books and engage
in discussions to exchange insights and learn
about each other’s interests.

ithra | 4 - 11 May 2023
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Q& A with Director and Architect Abdullah Alamoudi

Saafa spoke with the Saudi director and architect
Abdullah Alamoudi. The multi-talented artist took us on
a personal journey that led him to the Production Market,
where we had this chat.

What do you do? You studied architecture at university,
now direct films, and started a firm. You seem to manage
a lot at once.

lam alandscape architectand run an architecture/design
firm with a fellow architect called “Third Space* Studio.”
At the same time, | consider myself a director. So, | direct
films and create artwork as a passion. I've done a mixed-
media installation at a gallery called "Man Falling.” | also
animated a film at the “From Earth” exhibition at Ithra
called "The Fruits of Your Labour.”

How do you balance all your endeavors? Do you thrive
from having your foot in multiple projects at a time?
Yes, | do. | like to keep myself busy and try to be in a
creative state. As I'm producing a piece, a new idea or
project usually comes along the way, propelling me to
keep moving. It's like a constant cycle of thinking and
creating.

As an artist, do you feel like Saudi Arabia’s booming art

industry has helped you achieve your goals as a creative?
Yes, most definitely! So many opportunities are
presented to us, and it is extremely exciting. What's
nice about this is that you can showcase your skill set
in different contexts, which can help you sell your ideas

in the film industry. This made me look at storytelling
differently and improved my filmmaking skills.
Being in the filmmaking and architecture fields, do your
two career paths influence or inspire each other?

They are more alike than you think. Both deal with telling
a story; they intertwine through form, movement, and
composition. The same questions always arise whether
it's a design or a moving image: "What type of story do |
want to tell?” And “How do | want to tell it?” Filmmakers
inspire many architects and vice versa, and in almost
every project, no matter what it is, the process always
starts the same way: drawing or sketching.

What has been your favorite aspect of this festival?

The people have been great! Itis an excellent opportunity
to meet and network with the crowd, and you can sense
the passion for film at this festival.

What do you hope to see in the future in the Saudi
filmmaking industry?

Competitiveness, the more itgrows, the more competitive
it will be. As a community, we should be supportive but
always in a playful state to push each other to create
more films, improving their quality tremendously.

Saudi Women Filmmakers: Wesve made leaps with the presence of women in Saudi cinema

Ahd Kamel: Animation took me away from law
practice... and my family opposed my career in cinema

Two Saudi directors; Ahd Kamel and Hind Al-Fahhad,
spoketothe "Film Cafe" programinanepisodetitled "The
Role of Women in the Film Industry and Their Position
Past and Present." They discussed their beginnings in
the film industry and how they faced opposition from
people who rejected the idea of Saudi women working
in the cinema industry. They also shared the challenges
they encountered during that period and shed light on
the current position of Saudi women in cinema.

The problem of beginnings

Saudi actress and director Ahd Kamel described how
she stumbled upon her passion for filmmaking, “I started
18 years ago by coincidence. That's why | always say that
cinema came to me. | started working on a graduation
project related to animation during my final year at
university. | used a camera to execute the project and
enjoyed the experience, which sparked my interest in
the film industry. After graduation, | pursued film studies
and discovered my passion for this field. My family
supported my decision to study film, as | had explored
various fields of study, including law and animation. My
transition into acting was also gradual. So, the difficulties
were relatively minimal for me."

Meanwhile, Hind Al Fahad said that her artistic journey
began with photography, where she was drawn to the
language of images and working with the camera. She
Initially focused on creating short films and uploading
them online before producing her movie, "Three Dolls
and a Kite." She added: "My breakthrough in the film
industry came when | was selected to participate in
the Abu Dhabi Film Festival, which led my family to
acknowledge my passion for the field. Winning an award
for my film 'Basta’ at the Dubai International Film Festival
was a strong push for my journey as a filmmaker."

i
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Rejection of Filmmaking Practice

Ahd Kamel revealed that she faced initial resistance from
her family towards pursuing a career in the film industry.
"But as the art and film industry began to flourish in Saudi
Arabia,” she added, "l was surprised by the reaction of
my family and friends. Some even accompanied me
on the red carpet of art festivals held in the country.
However, the struggle was tough during the early stages
of my career. As an artist, | had to rely solely on myself as
none of my family members helped me. Nevertheless, |
always believed there was nothing wrong with what | was
doing. Amidst it all, there was one person who strongly
supported me: my grandmother on my mother's side.
She was the engine that propelled me forward until |
reached where | am today. She was the one who gave
me the energy and courage."

Hind Al-Fahhad expressed, "The problem in the
early days was indeed the resistance of some to the
film industry, which caused me, as a female artist, to
suffer from internal conflict. Overall, | faced numerous
challenges as a woman, whether from my family or
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relatives. When | contemplated my decision to work in
a field that caused me immense pressure, | asked myself
why | was subjecting myself to such stress. | ultimately
realized | would not find fulfillment in any other field
besides the film industry. My family initially viewed
me as an amateur, but | was determined to persevere.
Another obstacle | faced was juggling my job at the
university with attending festivals or working on films,
and | had already exhausted my savings on my first film
production. Nonetheless, my fortunes changed entirely
when | gained recognition for my films that won awards
atvarious festivals. Our work represented a new dawn for
women in the film industry, and we helped shift families'
perceptions toward females working in filmmaking. |
will never forget the role my grandmother and mother
played in inspiring me, as the stories they shared with
me were the true impetus for my work.”

Radical changes

On the radical changes and the position of women in
Saudi cinema, the director Ahd Kamel remarked, "There
have been tremendous and transformative changes in
the status of women in Saudi Arabia, and | am delighted
that the new generations of women will not experience
the hardships that we faced at the beginning of our
careers in the film industry. As for Hind Al Fahhad, she
said, "Women working in the film industry still face
considerable difficulties at all levels, including pay.
However, regarding the representation of women in
Saudi cinema, most Saudi films have focused on the
role of women in society, which is a great credit to Saudi
cinema. The presence of Saudi women in the artistic field
is so remarkable that some female directors in the West
have asked me about the reason for the high number
of Saudi female directors compared to countries with a
cinema industry for over a century."



