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Launching the Second Edition of the “Ithra Film Production” Program
Inauguration of the Ninth Edition of the Saudi Film
Festival, Announcing the Winners of Six Awards
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Announcing the names of the winners at the
opening ceremony! It was the diversion the Saudi
Film Festival liked to bring as a surprise to its
audience in the inauguration of its ninth edition
yesterday evening, announcing six award winners
in the unproduced script competition.

The awards in the unproduced script competition
in the short film category were won by: Sunitan Bin
Wafi, who received first place for his script “Jawzaa,”
and Sarah Belghoneim, who earned second place
for her script “Irtizaz,” while Khaleda Batawil, got
third place for her script “Kadi in Our Mother Eve.”
In the feature film category, Fouad Al-Khatib won
first place for the script “Nabih Afia,” whereas the
second and third places were respectively awarded
to Shada Hafez for her script "Al-Wasita,” and
Abdulaziz Al Sultan for his script "Al-Nar Al-Khabia.”
The Saudi Film Festival’s ninth edition is organized
by the Cinema Association in partnership with the
King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) and
the support of the Film Authority of the Ministry of
Culture.

Starting at six in the evening yesterday, guests of the
opening ceremony, including filmmakers, as well as
Saudi and international movie stars, walked on the
red carpet on their way to the Ithra theater, which
opened its doors at seven thirty, and the opening
ceremony commenced at eight in the evening.
The ceremony, presented by actors Baraa Alem and
Fay Fouad, opened with an artistic choreographed
dance performance titled “The Birth of a Palm
Tree.” During the ceremony, two documentaries
were shown, narrating the creative journey and the
cinematic creativity of the two filmmaking pioneers
honored in this yeans edition, Saudi filmmaker
Saleh Al-Fawzan, and Bahraini scriptwriter and film

SAUDI FILM FESTIVAL 7
ithra | 4 - 11 May 2023 .

critic Amin Saleh.

In her speech, Hana Al-Omair, President of the Film
Association, emphasized that the festivabs primary
goal is to assess the local cinematic production,
develop it, and strengthen its weaknesses, noting
that all festival activities are built around this effort.
Noura Al-Zamil, Director of Programs at Ithra Center,
announced in her speech the launch of the second
edition of the «Ithra Film Production» program, one
of the centens initiatives to develop and stimulate
the film industry in Saudi Arabia, and celebrate
filmmakers, noting that « according to international
reports, by the year 2026, Saudi Arabia will become
one of the top twenty countries in the film industry,
as it has become one of the most important points
of attraction for filmmakers.” She stressed lIthra's
relationship with the filmmaking industry as one of
the biggest production centers in the kingdom with
a record of 23 films so far, aiming to create local
artistic content and highlight creative filmmakers
capable of producing distinguished Saudi films.
The festivals guests were on a rendezvous with the
screening of a very exceptional opening film, which
the festival chose in a precedent that is first since its
inception; a short stop-motion animation film titled
Saleeg, written and directed by Afnan Bawyan.

On the sidelines of the opening ceremony of the
Saudi Film Festival, the King Abdulaziz Center for
World Culture (lthra) signed a memorandum of
understanding with the Cinema Association, aiming
to enhance cooperation between the two parties to
establish programs and initiatives contributing to
the development of the film sector in Saudi Arabia.
The agreement was concluded in the production
market of the Ithra Center, which was represented
by the director of the center, Abdullah Al-Rashed,

while the Cinema Association was represented by
its president, Hana Al-Omair. Al-Rashed stressed
the importance of the role of Ithra in supporting
the cinema scene at the local level, leading to
international participation, praising the efforts made
by the Cinema Association in this context.
Al-Omair confirmed that supporting the culture
sector is one of the goals of the association, which is
keen to stimulate creative and meaningful cinematic
content, noting that the Ithra Center is one of the
first cultural institutions to support cinema, both
in production and development, as well as in
providing programs and initiatives.

5 competitions and 20 film awards

During the ceremony, the competitions in which
the cinematic works participating in the festival
compete were reviewed. This festival edition
comprises re-structured film and script competitions
with more categories, presenting 20 awards for film
competitions, 6 prizes for the unproduced script
competition, and é grants for production market
projects.

In this festival edition, the audience looks forward
to viewing 78 films in 48 sessions, including four
sittings for children. The festival will also allow
viewers, for the first time, to watch 8 movies through
virtual reality devices designed to create a unique
cinematic experience.

The festival program extends over eight days, with
arange of cultural seminars and training workshops
accompanied by book-signing engagements with
the authors of books published by the festival. The
festival's closing ceremony will conclude with the
announcement of the names of the winners of the
ninth edition’s awards.



Maher Mansour’s

Film Festival

As part of the ninth edition of the Saudi Film
Festival's releases, we come across the book
“The King-Principle: The Essential Documents
You Need to Become a Better Storyteller” by the
Syrian consulting expert Maher Mansour.
Considering the increasing number of produced
works we witnesstoday, this bookis essential. Every
day, new texts and scenarios are presented to
production companies and streaming platforms,
which makes text developers and evaluators
unable to provide the necessary time for all these
texts or even to listen to their writers' detailed
explanations of their importance. However, these
evaluators will give their time and effort to those
texts that leave a positive initial impression on
them. Suppose the screenwriter needs to create a
positive image of their artistic work among those
who evaluate texts. In that case, they will need
help to reach an audience immersed in dozens of
new daily drama productions.

The book provides the expertise that a
screenwriter needs when proposing their text to
production companies. As Maher Mansour puts it,
"A screenwriter should know how to present brief
documents about their cinematic/television work
professionally and include what the script readers,
evaluators, and production decision-makers want

“The King-Principle” at the Saudi

to read. They should also include enough content

in the story documents to stimulate attractive and
motivating mental imaginations for production
officials to buy their artistic work and for readers
to recommend it to be screened.”

In this book, Maher Mansour emphasizes the
importance for screenwriters to possess the
skill of expressing their story, as it provides the
necessary condition and professional format to
present their ideas entirely and in the best way
possible. However, the value estimation of this
story and the desire to acquire it remains subject
to the calculations and priorities of production
companies. Maher Mansour advises screenwriters

to present their work with high professionalism,
regardless of what is expected of them from
production companies. There will always be
someone who appreciates their professional work
and rushes to contact them and invite them for
creative collaboration.

Mansour emphasizes the significance of a
screenwriter's thorough understanding of all
traditional tools, followed by the rebellion against
them and the proposal of new tools that form
the independent screenwriter's character. He
says, “After reading this book, we should always
remember that the most effective rules in drama
are those that encourage you to follow them
initially but ultimately advise you to break and
overturn them. Moreover, the people who break
these rules the most believe in the importance of
rules to avoid producing poorly written drama.”
Maher Mansour, the book’s author, is an expert
consultant in developing, evaluating, and
analyzing dramatic texts. He provides critical
studies, market research, and estimates of viewing
trends and cultural context for productions. He has
developed and reviewed several artistic works,
including the TV series "Safar Barlik" and "Dekkete
Al Abied.” He is also a lecturer in television drama,

theater, art criticism, and media.

«Woody Allen: Laughter and Philosophy” Published
by the Saudi Film Festival

The ninth edition of the Saudi Film Festival
includes the Egyptian film critic and writer Amir
Al-Omari's book, "Woody Allen: Laughter and
Philosophy." The book accurately depicts this
eminent filmmaker's world, his artistic journey,
and his philosophy in filmmaking and comedy.
It also delves into his personal life, intertwining
with his professional life. Amir Al-Omari discusses
numerous milestones in Woody Allen's works,
providing critiques, analysis, and dissection. In
the introduction, Al-Omari states, "In this book,
| will explore Woody Allen's philosophy and his
distinctive approach to American comedy. | will
discuss his most important films, which express
his concerns and ideas, and reflect his vision as
best represented throughout the various stages of
his diverse cinematic career. These films embody
his unique style and cinematic language that
consistently captivated audiences worldwide."

Allen's Philosophy

With his controversial personality and numerous
talents beyond directing, Woody Allen remains a
prominent figure in the American film industry as
a writer, actor, director, and screenwriter. Trying to
categorize his personality or providing an exact

3
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description of it is a challenge. However, what's
agreed upon is that he possesses a different vision
in approaching cinema in general, particularly
comedy. Throughout his American career, he
faced numerous criticisms, which led him to
distance himself from Hollywood and turn his
artistic focus towards Europe, a place he adored
and admired for its artistic schools, including
Godard, Fellini, and Bergman. It's in Europe that
he made his last eight films, including "Midnight
in Paris," "Vicky Cristina Barcelona," "Match Point,"
and others.

During his discussion of Woody Allen's philosophy
throughout the book, Al-Omari adds, "There is
no doubt that what distinguishes Woody Allen's

www.saudifilmfestival.org gxmumsine?

cinema and his comedy films, which bring joy and
laughter to the audience around the world, is his
underlying vision beyond the image and within
the folds of drama, and emanates from the heart
of comedy; his philosophy ... This philosophy is
very obvious in his films, as it is always filled with
many questions that occupy him. He expresses his
concerns, which usually revolve around binaries
such as life and death, this world and the afterlife,
existence and non-existence, art and creation,
human selfishness and ethical stance in life,
decay versus value, the meaning of love and the
significance of desire, the relationship between
thought and matter, and between women and
men."

Amir Al-Omari's book "Woody Allen: Laughter
and Philosophy" aligns perfectly with this year's
festival theme of "Comedy Cinema." Al-Omari
is an Egyptian writer, journalist, and film critic
who graduated from the Faculty of Medicine at
Ain Shams University in 1976. He then studied
journalism and television in London between
1987 and 1989. He founded the "Eye on Cinema"
website and has translated and authored several
film books, including "Martin Scorsese: The
Cinema of the Tragic Hero," released during the
8th edition of the Saudi Film Festival.
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Daily bulletin of the Saudi Film Festival, the ninth session - Issue 2- 5 May 2023

We return to you in the 9th edition of the Saudi
Film Festival.

The festival's palm tree rises and bears more
programs and events, while the filmmakers
recount their cinematic stories.

Over 8 continuous days of love and art, we present
to you the 9th edition guide with approximately
120 programs.

The festivalbs channel will continue to broadcast
its programs virtually via an open channel, 24
hours a day for eight days, with a diverse selection
of quality programs that celebrate filmmakers
and cinema lovers. In continuous interaction, the
festival showcases rich cinematic programs that
target the audience of the seventh art everywhere
in the world.

Choosing «Comedy Cineman» as the theme for this
edition was not arbitrary. It was our belief that joy,
fun, and smiles are a genuine artistic necessity for
building the contemporary human and society.

A return filled with longing,
Like the longing of the desert for rain.

Ahmed Mohammed Al Mulla,

Comedy, with its aesthetic and philosophical
dimensions, creates a deep impact on the soul,
and it is not easy to depict it visually or for it to
deal with human issues.

This focus enhances what our present era
witnesses of tension and haste, where people
need a smile to uplift their spirit.

| welcome the festivalss companions from Saudi
filmmakers and Arab Gulf countries, and our
participating guests from all over the world,
whether in the juries, workshops, seminars,
knowledge books, production market projects, or
initiative companies, who are all very dear to us.
We celebrate the honorees, as a longstanding
tradition of appreciating pioneers since the first
edition. In this edition, we reaffirm this tradition by
honoring a Saudi and an Arab figure.

The festival continues to be organized by the
Cinema Society, recently established and in a
genuine partnership with the King Abdulaziz

Center for World Culture «lthra.» «lthra» has
managed to extend its concept from the economy
to knowledge, and its symbol has taken a place in
minds and souls.

The support of the Film Authority from the Ministry
of Culture continues since its launch, as it paves
the way, achieves aspirations, outlines the path,
and nurtures the garden of Saudi film.

Iwish allthe attending participants,andthe viewers
watching the live stream, a lot of enjoyment and
knowledge.

Yowre used to us speaking less and taking on
bigger adventures.

So, on behalf of the festivalss organizing team,
both the collaborators and volunteers, | welcome

you and we begin in the name of Allah.

Festival Director.

3 Criteria for Evaluating Projects; Creative, Economic, and Commercial
26 Films Compete for Production Market Grants at the Saudi Film Festival

The projects nominated to enter the Production
Market Competition in its ninth session amounted
to 26 projects competing to win 6 prizes presented
by the festival with a value of 300 thousand Saudi
riyals each, as well as grants of support provided
by the participating production companies, which
amount to about 17 awards registered so far, with
atotal value exceeding 1.5 million riyals, including
grants, services, and financial awards.

The Saudi Film Festival management stated that
the projects submitted for competition amounted
to 67 projects, while the nominated projects
included 13 long film projects and 13 short film
projects.

The feature film projects included the following
title: “Yajooj,” “Al-Nar Al-Khabia,” “Bulbul without a
Nest,” “Saqgr Al-Ula,” “Cities,” "Darwin in Taif,” “The
Seasons,” "Detox, " "Kashta Shaher,” and “Truce.”
As for the list of short film projects, it included the
following titles: “The Living Cinderella,” “I Wish,”
“Princess,” “The Trial of the Dead,” “The Face of
the Ogre,” “The Red Eye,” "My Emma,” “The Genie
in the Dallah,” "#Doubts,» “Mira, Mira, Mira,”
“RUUGE,"” “Sharshoura,” and “When the sun sets.”
The director of the Saudi Film Festival, Ahmed Al-
Mulla, revealed the screening criteria adopted by
the specialized committee to evaluate the entries,
explaining that it had adopted three objective
measures: the artistic standard, through which
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Qualified projeets in
the production market

Qualified Features Qualified Shorts

the project is assessed based on its creative and
directing aspects, the economic standard which
includes a review of the project budget and
economic feasibility of producing and distributing
the cinematic work, and the commercial or
marketing criterion, which consists of a study of
the marketing and sales feasibility of the work.

Al-Mulla adds that the festival's management
formed a jury led by French film critic and director
Edward Weintraub, also the artistic director of the
Fribourg International Film Festival in Switzerland
since 2007. The jury members include Jordanian
producer and screenwriter Nadia Aliewat, founder
of the Screen Project Production Company in

www.saudifilmfestival.org

Jordan and CEO and creative producer at Ta Films
company. The jury comprises Saudi film producer
Abdul Rahman Khoj, Executive Creative Director
of Netflix Local Language Series Team in the
Middle East and North Africa region.

Organizing two virtual training
workshops

Al-Mulla added that, in a precedent since
the launch of the first edition of the Saudi
Film Festival, the festival management began
organizing two virtual training workshops about a
month before the opening of the festival’s current
edition, presented by the Lebanese director
and professional trainer Michel Kammoun. On
Thursday, April 13, a meeting was held for all the
project owners who applied for the production
market projects competition in general. They
were given an overview of preparing the projectss
presentation file.

The second workshop, held on April 18, was
for the qualified candidates for the production
market projects competition, during which the
trainer Kammoun discussed with the candidates
the details of the proposal file and the details
of applying for the competitions, and went over
skills and methods for persuading investors and
jury committees.



