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«Market Judging Committee Discusses Feature Film Competition Projects»

«300 Interested Individuals and 20 Jobs Provided by
9th Festival Production Market in 3 Days»

The Production Market, a part of the 9th edition of the Saudi Film Festival, has entered the actual investment phase. The festival is generating significant

interest and has led to several memos of understanding and preliminary meetings, as well as creating employment opportunities for those seeking to enter the

film industry. Furthermore, the festival's judging committees and supporting companies are focusing on evaluating projects that are seeking to secure festival
grants, which are worth a total of over 1,750,000 Saudi riyals.

Inspiring Hours with Filmmakers 4

Yesterday, the Production Market judging committee
conducted an extensive meeting with the teams behind
the films nominated for the feature film competition.
The meeting resulted in a series of comments regarding
the project's budget and execution plan while also
discussing its compliance with the required conditions
for obtaining the provided grants. The judging
committee spent four hours separately meeting with
the makers of the 13 films participating in the festival,
where they ensured that all members of the film crews
were presentforthe discussions of their project's needs,
which primarily focused on the projects' budget details
and team cohesiveness, rather than artistic quality.
The filmmakers and their crews left the meeting with a
favorable impression of the judging committee's direct
feedback on their projects and the attention given to
several issues that required review and development
for their projects to succeed.

13 Short Films Prepare for
"Production Market"

Similarly, 13 short film creators are scheduled to meet
with the judging committee today to review their work
and team preparedness. The outcome of this meeting is
highly anticipated as it will determine whether the film
needs a grant.

Tell Me Where the Market Is

The market mechanism operates through the facilitation
of connections between supporters and filmmakers,
eliminating barriers and generating possibilities by

«SAR1.75 Million... Awaiting the
Selection of Film Projects»

«Production Market Grants
Based on the Film»s Needs; not
Artistic Quality»

aligning the requirements of all parties under an
umbrella of a network that promotes communication
and collaboration among individuals in the artistic field,
particularly those in the film industry.

Competition in the Cinema Market
Enriches Supply and Demand

As of yesterday, Sunday, the market has facilitated
agreements and mutual understandings between
parties to support a specific film or through a deal
with a particular filmmaker. This dynamic environment
has fostered healthy competition and reinforced the
fundamental principle of supply and demand, common
to all production markets. The filmmakers stated that
the availability of diverse opportunities and openness
has resulted in their being more careful evaluating
presented offers and their continuous efforts to obtain
better deals by comparing them. They assert that the
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large number of companies registered at the festival
and investors seeking to make deals has motivated
them to view the Production Market as a tangible field
to acquire negotiation skills and understand how deals
are handled in this emerging local industry.

Job Opportunities and Promises
of Future Collaboration

The Production Market's impact extends beyond
facilitating deals between filmmakers, sponsors, and
investors. The festival has also created job opportunities
in various fields within the cinema industry, including
writing, editing, directing, logistics, and management.
As of yesterday, 20 jobs had been confirmed following
interviews and negotiations. Furthermore, other
organizations were keen to invest in supporting those
who expressed interest by registering their details for
communication regarding their ongoing projects. As a
result of this initiative, over 300 individuals expressed
interest and registered their information within the
festival's first three days. The number of people seeking
freelance work opportunities with companies and
organizations is expected to exceed 1000.

30 Preparatory Meetings
Strengthen Cooperation

Onthe other hand, companies and entities participating
in the production market conducted bilateral and
trilateral meetings to establish a mutually beneficial
formula for future collaborations. As a result, 30
preparatory meetings were scheduled to explore ways
of cooperation among all parties, with the details set to
be announced at the end of the festival.




Saudi Women Filmmakers: Wesve made leaps with the presence of women in Saudi cinema

Ahd Kamel: Animation took me away from law practice...
and my family opposed my career in cinema

Hind Al-Fahad: My determination is the reason for my success...
and «Basta» was my turning point

As part of the seminars presented at the 9th edition of the Saudi Film Festival, a panel discussion was held with the CEO of the Saudi Film Commission to

introduce the commissionss efforts, initiatives, current achievements, and plans and engage with the local film community to answer their questions.

The panel discussion was moderated by Ahmed Al-Ayad and Soha Al-Wael, with 5 speakers including the CEO of the Saudi Film Commission, Abdullah Al-
Ayaf; Director-General of the National Film Archive, Abdullah Al-Abdullah; Director General of Sector Development and Investment Attraction, Abduljaleel
Al-Nasser; Director General of Strategies, Policies, and Regulations, Mishari Al-Khayyat; and Director-General of Incentives and Film Promotion, Thamer Al-
Saikhan. The seminar discussed the Saudi Film Commissionss most significant achievements and projects and its plans for the next phase.

Two Saudi directors; Ahd Kamel and Hind Al-Fahhad,
spoke to the "Film Cafe" program in an episode
titted "The Role of Women in the Film Industry and
Their Position Past and Present." They discussed their
beginnings in the film industry and how they faced
opposition from people who rejected the idea of
Saudi women working in the cinema industry. They
also shared the challenges they encountered during
that period and shed light on the current position of
Saudi women in cinema.

The problem of beginnings

Saudi actress and director Ahd Kamel described
how she stumbled upon her passion for
filmmaking, “I started 18 years ago by coincidence.
That's why | always say that cinema came to me. |
started working on a graduation project related
to animation during my final year at university. |
used a camera to execute the project and enjoyed
the experience, which sparked my interest in the
film industry. After graduation, | pursued film
studies and discovered my passion for this field.
My family supported my decision to study film, as ||
had explored various fields of study, including law
and animation. My transition into acting was also
gradual. So, the difficulties were relatively minimal
for me."

Meanwhile, Hind Al Fahad said that her artistic
journey began with photography, where she was
drawn to the language of images and working
with the camera. She Initially focused on creating
short films and uploading them online before
producing her movie, "Three Dolls and a Kite."
She added: "My breakthrough in the film industry
came when | was selected to participate in the
Abu Dhabi Film Festival, which led my family to
acknowledge my passion for the field. Winning an
award for my film 'Basta’ at the Dubai International
Film Festival was a strong push for my journey as
a filmmaker."
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Rejection of Filmmaking Practice

Ahd Kamel revealed that she faced initial resistance
from her family towards pursuing a career in the film
industry. "But as the art and film industry began to
flourish in Saudi Arabia,” she added, “l was surprised
by the reaction of my family and friends. Some even
accompanied me on the red carpet of art festivals
held in the country. However, the struggle was tough
during the early stages of my career. As an artist, | had
to rely solely on myself as none of my family members
helped me. Nevertheless, | always believed there
was nothing wrong with what | was doing. Amidst
it all, there was one person who strongly supported
me: my grandmother on my mother's side. She was
the engine that propelled me forward until | reached
where | am today. She was the one who gave me the
energy and courage."

Hind Al-Fahhad expressed, "The problem in the
early days was indeed the resistance of some to the

film industry, which caused me, as a female artist, to
sufferfrom internal conflict. Overall, [faced numerous
challenges as a woman, whether from my family or
relatives. When | contemplated my decision to work
in a field that caused me immense pressure, | asked
myself why | was subjecting myself to such stress. |
ultimately realized | would not find fulfillment in any
otherfield besides the film industry. My family initially
viewed me as an amateur, but | was determined to
persevere. Another obstacle | faced was juggling
my job at the university with attending festivals or
working on films, and | had already exhausted my
savings on my first film production. Nonetheless, my
fortunes changed entirely when | gained recognition
for my films that won awards at various festivals. Our
work represented a new dawn for women in the film
industry, and we helped shift families' perceptions
toward females working in filmmaking. | will never
forget the role my grandmother and mother played
in inspiring me, as the stories they shared with me
were the true impetus for my work.”

Radical changes

On the radical changes and the position of women
in Saudi cinema, the director Ahd Kamel remarked,
"There have been tremendous and transformative
changes in the status of women in Saudi Arabia, and
| am delighted that the new generations of women
will not experience the hardships that we faced at
the beginning of our careers in the film industry.
As for Hind Al Fahhad, she said, "Women working
in the film industry still face considerable difficulties
at all levels, including pay. However, regarding the
representation of women in Saudi cinema, most
Saudi films have focused on the role of women in
society, which is a great credit to Saudi cinema. The
presence of Saudi women in the artistic field is so
remarkable that some female directors in the West
have asked me about the reason for the high number
of Saudi female directors compared to countries
with a cinema industry for over a century."




A Year of Representing an Actor in Saudi

Aixa Kay Interviews Canadian Talent Manager Jenn Andrusco

Hi Jenn, thank you for taking the time to chat. You've been representing me since 2018 through The Characters Talent Agency in Vancouver, Canada. The

month | signed with you, you got me an audition for a lead in a Canadian feature film. | booked the role, joined the UBCP/Actra union, and earned 3 award

nominations. Fast forward to 2022, you took a leap of faith with me into the Saudi market, and helped me negotiate 6 deals and close 4.

How was your first potential booking with a Saudi
talent?

| was fascinated by the idea of entering a new
market. With no previous experience in the Saudi
market it was all new to me - but | was excited for
the learning curve. Much to my delight, | found
that the film and television scene is booming-
and they seem to have a real commitment to
producing exciting and relevant content.
What are your recommendations for improving
the casting process in Saudi?

| think the industry would benefit greatly from
being more regulated. A network of Casting
Directors and Talent Managers could facilitate
the processes to ensure that the producers
have access to the best talent for their projects.
Ultimately, having some oversight to provide
processes and governance would be beneficial.
Do you see a potential in this market?
Absolutely! The MOC Film Commission has been
enacting a clear vision since 2020 to foster the
development of the film industry. Seeing the
number of projects that are filming in the region,
and speaking to Producers, Directors, Network
Executives and Performers who work in the
region, it's apparent that the industry is poised to
experience significant growth.

How can managers be beneficial, even for
producers?

As an agent, my main purpose is to connect my
clients with opportunities to work on screen, to
advocate for them and ensure their safety and
comfort, to the extent that each role allows. But
Producers also benefit from our involvement
because these connections bring together the
performers and the producers and creative
teams. Producers gain access to talent they may
otherwise have not known about - and the talent
comes with the endorsement of their Agent.
What is ‘a day in the life’ for you?

My days are spent pitching and submitting my

clients, negotiating deals and reading about
the projects that are casting and filming in the
markets | work in (Primarily North America, The
UK, Europe, Australia). A good deal of time is
spent connecting with casting directors, fellow
agents and managers, and of course, my clients!
What are your criteria for agreeing to represent
a new talent?

| could say so much about this! But the distilled
criteria are; Talent, training, patience, a great
attitude, reliability, respect, and the willingness to
take direction. Everyone has their own processes
and unique personalities, but we all share a
common goal: to get those on-camera jobs.

Would there be instances where you dissuade an
actor from accepting a certain role?

Several factors are considered. My clients’ rate(s),
the scope of a project, subject matter, safety,
the state of a script or character development.
Concerns in any of these areas may lead to
passing on a role. Often, concerns are mitigated
during negotiations, leading to a deal.

Walk us through contract negotiations in North
America. When do they start and how are they
carried out?

The offer comes from the Casting Director(s), who
are working for the Producers. Negotiations begin
once an offer has been put forward to a Talent
Agent/Manager - who then works with Business
& Legal Affairs and/or the Casting Director to get
the deal done.

What goes into account in an actor’s rate?

It begins with Union rates, which are the minimums
that performers are expected to work for in this
industry. And we then consider the role size along
with the performer's experience, resume and
skills. Other factors are also considered, such as
the scope of the work; for example, will there
be any stunts, or other specific requirements for
which the performer should be compensated.
How can streaming platforms affect work
opportunities for actors?
Streaming platforms have transformed the
traditional distribution models for film and
television and have changed the way audiences
access and consume content. For actors, this
means more opportunities, a wider range of roles,
greater diversity, and a global audience. Changes
to productions times and releases have also
affected performers positively.

Would you be open to attending a film festival in
Saudi?

| most certainly would be open to attending a film
festival in Saudi.

Aixa Kay is a Saudi-Canadian actress residing in
Canada.
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International Creatives at the Saudi Film Festival

A Small Chat with Festival Guests

In the bustling hall of the production market, Saafa
met with two international guests of the Saudi Film
Festival. We asked E. Nina Rothe, an lItalian journalist,
blogger, and co-founder of the newsletter Moving
Image Middle East. She is participating in the festival
to moderate a masterclass titled “Grab Them at 'Hello":
tips and shortcuts to marketing & promoting your
project.”

We asked her what sparked her interest in launching a
platform that focuses on artistic developments in the
Middle East. She said, “Cinema is the best way to reach
another culture and teach them about your own. Arab
cinema needs to be out there to teach the world about
their misconceptions about this part of the world. That
is why | started Moving Image Middle East.”

When asked what she thought of Saudi Arabia, its
culture, and its people, Rothe responded, “My mom
comes from this town in ltaly, Naples, which has a very

Mediterranean sense of joie de vivre, a sense of humor

that is in everything that they do, and being in Saudi
Avrabia feels like being home, in my mom'’s hometown.
There's no real difference between people; only walls
you put up between two cultures divide us. What's fun
about being in a culture you don't know is how much
you can learn.”

Beside herwas anotherfestival guest, Jay Weissberg, an
American film critic and historian. We asked Weissberg
what inspired him to become a film historian and
critic. He replied, “"What inspired me to become a film

historian was when | was ten years old, | saw a silent
film on television, and | was completely enchanted. As
for being a film critic, | was at the right place and time.
There was a job at a prominent publication that needed
somebody, and | was recommended for the job."

Saafa also asked him about his impression of Saudi
Arabia; he responded, “My interest in the Middle East
and North Africa region has been strong for a very
long time. | wasn't the kind of person who was coming
to Saudi Arabia just based on the information or
propaganda from other media sources. When | finally
came, | had a better understanding of the diversity of
the culture than most Westerners. It's not a monolithic
society. As with every country, there are multiple
societies, and it is an honor to be given a window into
that society. And since | don't speak Arabic, I'm looking
through a window, and it's a very privileged window.
| love being welcomed and accepted the way | have

been here. That is the ultimate privilege.”

Mohammed Reda Presents «The Comedy Train» at the Saudi Film Festival

Writer and film critc  Mohammed Reda is
participating in the ninth edition of the Saudi
Film Festival with his book "The Comedy Train:
Foundations, Types, and 100 Essential Films." The
book aligns with this year's festival theme, "Cinema
of Comedy." Reda explores the nature and types of
comedy throughout the book’s chapters. According
to him, comedy is not merely about making people
laugh at what is said or seen. Instead, it lies within the
boundaries of these elements, and the significance
it conveys is safeguarded by the style chosen by
a skillful director. Just as a person may or may not
laugh at a joke told, a film may or may not resonate
with the audience. The fear of not resonating with
the audience is one of the main reasons some
comedies rush to shorten the path and present their
content directly and abruptly.

In "The Comedy Train," the book discusses comedy
films in two sections. The first section covers the
types and techniques of comedy. The second
section briefly overviews the five most significant
comedy directors: Buster Keaton, Charlie Chaplin,
Jacques Tati, Robert Altman, and Woody Allen. It also
includes two chapters on the most famous comedy
films: 25 Arab films and 75 foreign films. For each of
these hundred films, the reader is introduced to the
essential information about the film, accompanied
by a concise critical summary that highlights the
film's story and its artistic aspects, whether positive
or negative.

Types of Comedy

Reda attributes the origin of comedy to the human
desire for laughter. Throughout history, the creators
of this art form presented it in physical and verbal
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performances that amused the audience, which
was divided into two levels: the general public in
markets and streets and the elite in castles, palaces,
and aristocratic gatherings. Comedy has always
been a means of expression, like music, dance, and
singing.

Mohammed Reda discusses comedy in this book
with its sole element, the joke, regardless of how
it is presented. He also explores comedy derived
from tragedy, along with various gradations
between them. It is up to the critic and the reader to
understand why a film fits into the realm of comedy
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while another film, despite having light-hearted
laughs and situations, cannot.

Mohammed Reda is a Lebanese journalist and
film critic specializing in cinema. He has written for
several Arab newspapers, been a judge in numerous
Arab festivals, and authored the series "Cinema
Books." He also presented the first TV program
about cinema on MBC. Reda studied screenwriting
and contributed to writing the first two narrative
films in the history of Saudi Arabia. He has been
practicing film criticism for over 30 years.
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